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, DIS COURSE I 

o^ Concerning the 1 

9 Confufion of LANGUAGES, &c. 

~ To John Chamberlayne^ Efq; ^^H 

Sir, 

I H E News which you tell me, 

1 that we Ihall at laft fee your no- 

' b\Q Co\\Q:&\on oi Lor d'i Prayer Sin. 

more Languages, and more ex- 

adtly copy'd, than any CoUedli- 

on which has yet appeared, is very agreeable: 

tAnd I cannot but congratulate you for the 
plaufe which you will meet withal from 
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competent Judges upon that Account, I fay 
from competent Judges , for from others you 
xnuft cxpedt cither to be cenfured for taking a 
great deal of ufelefs Pains, or not to be regar- 
ded, which is almoft equally grievous to an in- 
genuous Mind. The Bulk of Men, as well of 
thofe who arc, as of thofe who would pafs for 
Scholars, meafure Learning by the immediate 
and vifiblc Utility which it brings along with 
it; and tho' it was Ignoramus in the Play who 
faid he ftudied only Artes parcas & lucrofaSy 
yet in Truth the Difeafe fpreads a great deal 
farther, and you (hall very rarely fee a Scholar 
chat will fet a great Value upon any Part of 
Learning in which he himfelf has made no 
Proficiency. The Divine afks the Mathema- 
tician, who is drawing Diagrams and making 
long and intricate Calculations to find out the 
Powers and Properties of fome namelefs Curve, 
cut bono is all this ? What good will it do you 
or any Man elfe to know the Areaoi this 5w- 
perficiesy or .the Ratio which it bears to another 
which you have been defcribing but juft be- 
fore ? Do you think that what you expedt to 
find win anfwer the Pains, and Study, ancl Time 
ivhich you fpend about it? The Mathematici- 
an afks him in Requital, what good it will do 
him or any Man elfe, to know the Opinion of 
this obfcure Father, or that perplexed School- 
man ? The Chronologer (hall fpend Months in 
fixing the AEra of fuch a City in Syria^ or of 
iuch a Kingdom in ^bract or Fontus^ and. 

when 



(3 ) 

when he has done, fcarce a hundi-ed Men per- 
haps in Europe will read what he has writ;. 
The Geographer labours to afcertain the Situar 
tion and Bounds of a City or Coumi;ey, named 
two or three Times in fome dark Author, an4 
perhaps no where elfe in all Antiquity j and 
when he has done it, how few care whether 
there was ever fuch a City, or fuch an Authpf 
that mentions it? The Aftronomer wafts his 
Health in making Obfervations in Ojrder to 
perfed the Catalogue, and detprmine thp Lati- 
tude of the fix'd Stars ; and tho' it ^s ppfiible 
that he may meet with. fome more Applaufe 
than the Gentlemen I la ft named, yef how ve- 
ry £t}(f are there who will, or can profit by his 
Labours^ Thofe that cannot, will comfort them- 
felves as the Man did, who was told that a car- 
tain Performance of his was bald and jejune, 
and wanted Metaphors and other Ornaments 
of Rhetoric to fet it off, PqfTumus vivere Jim 
illis. And the Critic, bccauie he fets up for a 
better Judgment, or at leaft for ufing it to bet- 
ter Purpofe than other Men, in determining 
the true Reading, or explaining the Difficul- 
ties which are to be met with in any Paflagc 
of an ancient Authorf muft expedt to be cen- 
fured(if not derided) by the Generality of his 
Readers, who are inwardly angry that he fhould 
pretend to fee farther than themfelves into the 
3enfe and Elegancy of the Books they read. The 
Succus Lfoligims^ and the Mrugo mera which 
Horace complains of, the Moth and Ruji of 

B 2 Envy 
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Envy, is often difcemible in the Writings of 
thofe who otherwife arc the beft natured Men; 
when they think themfeivcs to be the freeft, 
and the moft unbiafs'd, they are many Times 
the moft deeply tinged ; iand when they are fo, 
like Iff eric Pcrfons, they fee every Thing dy'd 
with that Colour with which their Eyes, and 
not the Objedts, had been before infefted. 

Thefe, Sir, are melancholy Reflexions, and 
filch as keep back a World of People from la- 
bouring to excel in any Fart of Learning that 
does not bring in iindiediate Profit, Whoever 
^vould do that, muft be contented to bear with 
' the Jefts of thofe who fet up for the great 
Mafters of polite Learning, and who by the 
Help of Diffionaries, Prefaces^ Tran/lafions, 
and Abrklgements, (which are a foft of Hot 
Beds to rahfe Scholars in) didtate to thofe who 
know lefe than themfelves, and fo pafs for a- 
blc Men. 

But I confefs it has been a Rule with me, 
that Truth, as fuch, without any View to the 
innnediate Application, is worth knowing ; and 
tho' J am not obliged to take Pains to know 
it my felf, yet I praife ^ofe that do, and de- 
fire theni to commit their Obfervations to 
Writing ; for tho' perhaps I can make no Ufe 
of them, yet others may. I am confirmed very 
much in this Opinion, by a Story I heard 
many Years ago of the famous Galileo^ which 
J (hall here take the Freedom of telling you. 

■ Galileo 
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Galiko being one Day at Mafe, and not ve- 
ry attent at his Devotions, obferved that a 
ftrong Guft of Wind, fet the Branches, which 
hung in the Church at feveral Lengths and of 
feveral Magnitudes, to hold the Candles during 
the Service, in Motion to and fro virith fottie 
Violence, and, as he thought, with diiferenc 
Velocities, according to the Length of the Rods 
by which they were fattened to the Roof of the 
Church. This Meditation employed him whilft 
he viras at Mafs , and when he went home he 
fattened Threads of feveral Lengths at one 
End to fmall Balls of Wood, and at the other 
End to a Pole which went crofe his Chamber^ 
and then put them into Motion in Order to ob*' 
ferve the Times of their Vibration. And from 
many Experiments of the Vibrations of thofe 
Pendulums of different Weights and ditterent 
Lengths he difcovered at laft fuch Propofiti- 
ons relating to ofcillatory Motions, as enabled 
Mr. Huygens^ and the Artificers to whom he 
firft gave the Hint, to bring thofe Enginos by 
which we meafure Time with fo much Accu- 
racy, Pleafure and Advantage, to that fur- 
prizing Exadlnefs in which we now fee 
them* 

Now I would afk moft Men, if they had by 
Chance furpriz'd Galileo totting thofe Balls 
fattened by Strings of various Lengths to a long 
Pole crofs his Room, and obferving their fe- 
veral Vibrations, whether they would not have 
thought him mad. The graveft Spe<ftator8 

would 
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would have believed themfelves to be very can- 
did, if they had pafs'd it off with a Smile. 
And yet we fee what thofe Play-Things, fit on- 
ly, as one would thijik, to amufe Children, pro- 
duced. 

I expcd now. Sir, that you fhould afk what 
all this tends to ; I will tell you : Your Col- 
ledion of Lor^s Prayers in fo many different 
Languages, fome dead, fbme living, fbme an- 
cient, fomc modern, which fo few Scholars, 
comparatively fpeaking, would judge to be 
worth the Pains, and Study and Expenfe that 
you have been at to colled, led me to think 
that the famous Problem concerning the Con- 
fuiion of Languages that happened among the 
Workmen of the Tower of Babel^ might by 
comparing many Langu^cs together, be de- 
termined even to a Etemonftration ; and that 
by knowing the Sucqeflion of thofe Tongues, 
with which we are in fome tolerable Meafure 
acquainted, and comparing their feveral Cha^ 
rafterifticks by which they are eflcntially and 
formally difVinguifhed from one another, we 
may come to know, whether God did then • 
miraculoufly create new Tongues, and fo con- 
Icquently force thofe Workmen to feparate foe 
want ot underftanding what each other faid, 
or whether he only made them quarrel, and 
thereby induced them to part, and fp leave 
their Work unfinifhed. The firft of thefe So- 
lutions is moil agreeable to. the Text; and i§ 
for that Reafori embraced by ?he Ggnerjility of 

Inter- 
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Interpreters both Chryiian and yewijh % and 
the latter has been efpoufed by fevcral very 
good and religious, as well as very learned and 
ingenious Men ; who look upon it to be equally 
the Work of God, whether they quarrelled 
with one another by his Command, or parted for 
want of Underftanding one another's Speech. 

The former of thefe Opinions is what I (hall 
endeavour to make good. If I do it, it will, 
as I apprehend, be no Diflervice to Religion, 
for Reafons which I fhall at large deduce in 
the Detail of this Difcourfe. 

To fave the Labour of turning to the Hi- 
ftory in the xith of Genefisy I fhall fet it down 
at Length, j4nd the whole Earth was of one 
Language^ and of one Speech. And it came 
to pafs^ as they journeyed from the Eaji^ that 
they found a Plain in the Land of Shinar ; and 
they dwelt there. And f hey f aid one U> another^ 
Go tOy let us make Brick ^ and burn them through- 
ly: And they had Brick for Stone, and Sit me 
had they for Mortar. And they faid. Go fa, 
let us build us a City and a Tcnver^ whofe Top 
may reach to Heaveny and let us make us a 
Name, left we hefcattered abroad upon the Face 
of the whole Earth. And the LORD came 
down to fee the City and the Tower, which the 
Children of Men builded. And the LORD 
faid. Behold the People is one, and they have all 

■ Vide JohannisBuxtorfiiF.Diflerlationcmde Linguae 
Hcbracaa iponfufione, & plurium Linguarutn origine. 

one 
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pne Language*, and this they begin to dpi and 
now nothing *U:ill be rcjirainedfrom them^ which 
they have imagined to do. Go tOy let us go 
down^ and there cojifound their Language^ that 
they may not underjland one another*s Speech. 
So the LORD Jcattered them Abroad from 
thence^ upon the Face of all the Earth i and 
they left off to build the City. Therefore is the 
Name of it called Babel, becaufe the LORD 
did there confound the Language of all the 
Earth ; and from thence did the LORD feat-- 
ter them Abroad upon the Face of all the Earth ; 
.Gen, XI. 1,-9. 

Among others, Mr. Le Clerc ftrenuoufly op- 
pofes the Opinion for which I declare,, and 
fays that the Hebrew, Word nSty Shaphah^ 
which we render Language (or Lip as it is in 
the Margin of the Bibles) does not neceffarily 
imply Language^ but rather Agreemeht or Con^ 
federacy and Partnerjhip^ and that the latter 
was more neceffary than the former. ^ This 

• 

^ Notum eft Labium fignific^re hie & in feqq. Sfrmo-^ 
nem? qvod Labia non minori lint ad loquendum ufui, 
quam Lingua. Vide & £/ xix. 1 8. Erat certe una, 
tunc temporis, Lingua, fed an ilia ^tij^pmU hie potiffi- 
tnum fpedetur> non liquet. Forte haee verba homines 
Concordes egifle ante omnia fignificant, quia ad unam 
civitatem condendam, haud paullo magis neceflaria eft 
^Concordia quam Sermonis jRmilitudo; nee Hebraicae Lin- 
guae idioma hanc interpretationem refpuit. Sic ad figni- 
ficandum Chananaeorum, in propuifandis bello Ifraelitis, 
confenfum, Jof. ix. 2. yitqui una €onvenerunt^ ait facra 
Hiftoria, adbellatidumcumjofua^ ^ cum IfraeU^ ORE 

he 
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he cnckavoufs to prove from tfa, xix. i8. 
In that Day JI:aU Jive Cities in the Land of 
Egypt /peak the Language (or Lip as it is in 
the yifiiV^\i-\)ofCanaany and /wear to the LORD 
of Ho/Is. Speaking the Language of Canaan 
implies (fays he) no more than being of the 
fame Religion with the Jews who inhabited 
the Land of Canaan. But why may it not 
be interpreted literally as it is in our Verfion? 
Does any abfurd Senfe arife from that Inter- 

{)retation ? Might not thofe five Cities particu- 
arly, to fhew the Value and Reverence that 
they had for the Religion of the JewSy learn 
their Language, efpecially fince they would be 
thereby better enabled to underftand the Books 
of Mojes and the Prophets, which were writ-^ 
ten in that Tongue ? Do not the Mahometans 
. wherever they are, T^urks^ Ttartars^ PerfianSy 
Moguls or Mpres^ all learn Arabic ; becaufe 
Mahomet writ the Alcoran in that Language ? 
The Senfe to which he would confine the Words 
of the Prophet, is low and flat in Comparifon 
of this literal one, and any one that reads the 
whole Chapter muft I think conclude fo. In 
that Day Egypt Jhall he like unto Women^ it 

UNO Nnn&i no phe ehhad. Confentientes Pfeudo-pro- 
^hti2it ore uno bonum poUicentur, i Reg, xxii. 13. Hinc 
labio alicujus loqui perinde eft ac confentire, quod con- 
ftat ex loco Efaiae allato : Die illo erunt quinque Urbes in 
jfEgypto Uquentes labium Chanaan^ ^ jurantes per Jehovam 
Deum exercituum ; hoc eft, idem fentientes cum He- 
braeis, qui Chahaanitidem incolcbant. Clericus in Gen. 

C Jhall 
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Jhallbe afraid and fear*, becaufe of th fhaking 
of the Hand of the LORD of Ho/iSy which 
he Jhaketh over it, 3^ i6. And the Land of 
Judah Jhall be a T! error unto Egypt , j^ 17. 
And again in the 1 9th Verfe. In that Day 
Jhall there be an Altar to the LOR D, in the 
fnidji of the Land of Egypt. They fhall be- 
come Profelytes to the Law of Mofes^ and that 
they may not miftake in underftanding the 
Senfe of the Law, which they (hall then em-* 
brace, they will agree to learn that Language 
in which it is written. This I take to be the 
true meaning of the Place. 

But we read, Jojh. ix. 2. T'hat the Kings 
cf Canaan gathered themfehes together to fi^t 
with yojhuay and with Ifrael with one Accord j 
t^^hat we render with one Accord^ in the He- 
brew is one Mouth ; and fo it is noted in the Mar- 
gin of our Bibles. So alfo the falfe Prophets 
promifed Ahab Succefs, IPfN N£) phe ehhad with 
one Mouthy i. e. unanimoujly^ when he went 
acainft Ramoth Gileady 1 Kings xxii. 13. Phe 
ehhad has no Prepofition affixed to it in JoJh. 
ix. 2. which fhews that the two Words fo 
joined, are to be underftood adverbially, and 
"governed by a Verb either exprefs'd, as it is 
"there, or necefTarily and plainly underftood, as 
it is in I Kings xxii. 1 3. and confequently have 
. no Relation to Shaphah^ (^^P) here in Mofes. 
"I would not aecufe Mr. Le Clerc of Malignity 
here, as if he brought thefe Quotations to de- 
ftroy the Miracle s but I cannot acquit him of 

Negligence, 
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Negligence, when he thought (hat his Inter- 
pretation of Shaphah ehhad, one Lip or Lan- 
guage in this Place, could be flrcngthcned by 
this Phe ebhad, which is always ufed adver- 
bially, for what in Englijh we call unanimouf- 
ly^ or with one Accord. For though Shcipbab, 
Lip, is figuratively ufed Xc^ Language in He- 
hrew, yet it does not follow that Phe, Mouthy 
ihould be fo too ; and in FaiS it is not ; or 
that, becaufe one Mouth may in that Tongue 
be metaphorically and adverbially ufed for 
one Accord^ therefore one Lip (hould have 
the fame Senfe : I believe he will hardly fliew 
us one fuigle Inftance, but this in Ij'aiaby 
(which we have no Rcafon to give up^ and 
by what Mojh fays, Gen. xi. 7. it appears ought 
iiot to be given up) in which one Lip properly 
fignifies, not a mutual Agreement , or one Mifid 
of many Men who join in the fame Underta- 
king, but one Language which all they fpoke, 
who joyned together In chat Defign. And this 
I think is fufficient to deftroy his Interpreta- 
tion, and what I believe he will yield to, 
efpecially fince he does not in the leaft difhe- 
lieve the Power of God to work this Miracle, 
no niore than his Power of teaching Adam 
and Eve to fpeak at firrt, or of infpiring the 
Apollles with the Gift of Languages at the 
great Pcntecoft: in tlie fecond Chapter of the 
A£is. 

This certainly was the Reafon why fo many 
f>( the ancient Interpreters, both Jews and 
^^^^^^ C ?. Chrijlians 
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Chrijlians underftood this'Confufion of Babel ^ 
to be a Confufion of Languages, not Opini- 
ons. They faw the Text, if literally under- 
ftood, required it : ' They obferved a furpriz- 
ing Variety of Tongues, eflentially different 
from one another. And they knew that this 
was not in the ffetft inconfiftent with the 
Power of God. TKey did not queftion, but 
jthat he that made the Tongue, could make it 
ipeak y/hat and how he pleafed, and they ac- 
qiiiefced as all wife and honeft Interpreters ought 
to do, in the literal Explication, feeing that no- 
thing unworthy of God, or in itfelf either im- 
'pofTible or trifling, refulted from that Interpre- 
tation. 

But it is here objecfted, that we need not 
recurr to a Miracle, fince a bare Separation 
pf thefe Workmen, and a fubfequent Settle- 
ment XTx very di/lant Regions, where all mu- 
tual Commerce and Intercourfe was deflroyed, 
' would be fufficient. We fee in a thoufand 
Yearg what Alterations and Deviations have 
' been made from the Latin in France, Italy, 
SpaWy and the Subalpine fLegions. In France 
"the Gafcon, and Provencal DialecSs are hardly 
underftodd at Paris j and the Language of their 
Poets ftill exflant in thofe Dialects, is more 
different from the common French, by great 
o4ds* c than Chaucer's Idiom is from PFal/er's 
or Prior s. In Spain, befides the Cajiillan, 
there are two large and copious Idionls, the 

^ See the Recueil des Pcetcs Gajcom, printed at Am- 
figrdam ia 1700. 

rorfi/gucze 
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Portugueze and the Catalan^ neither of which 
are readily intelligible, efpecially the Portur 
giieze^ by one that knows only the Third. A 
Man may know all the reft of the Dialeds 
that are derived from the Latiriy and yet be 
wholly to feck in the Grifons Language. 
And yet all thefe Tongues, which have each 
one their particular Marks, which Marks are 
plainly different from each other, and fome jof 
them very widely too, owe their Original with- 
in twelve hundred Years to the Latins and be- 
fides, there has always been a mutual Coni- 
merce and Intercourfe between thefe feveral 
Nations, which derive their Languages from 
the fame common Stock. In the Languages 
which are derived from the Teutonic^ there has 
happen'd full as great a Variation in the fame 
compafe of Time : How different is the anci- 
ent Saxon in AElfred's Time, from the Lan- 
guage about the Time of Hen. II. And that 
from the Language of Pierce Plowman or 
Chaucer? And their Idiom from ours? An£«- 
gltjhman cannot under ftand a Hollander y nor 
he a Saxon ; nor any of them a Swede or a 
Da?ie. The IJlandtJh (or the old Norns^ or 
Norwegian Language) which is the Mother of 
the Danijh and Swedijh Idioms, is not intelli- 
gible now without Study, by a Native of Cb- 
penhagen or Stockholm, The Fragments of the 
Gofpels, publiftied hy Junius^ are written in a 
different Dialed: from the Francic oi Wilier am 
and Otfrid^ and their Tongue differs as much 

from 
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from the modern Germany though thefe arc 
moft probably but fb many Derivations from 
the old German Language that was fpoken in 
yulius Caefar's Time. The Inftanccs I give 
have all of them been certainly and exaftly 
traced, and fuch as we are fure of. If then, 
fay thofe who think that this Confufion was 
not miraculous, fuch Alterations are adlually 
vifible in Dialefts which have been formed 
from Languages ftill extant, in fo few Years, 
what may we reafonably fuppofe to have been 
in Languages that exifted above three Thou- 
fand Years ago ? Efpecially when Men were ib 
totally divided from one another, as we may 
imagine the firft Inhabitants of this Globe to 
have been after that great Difperfion. 

This Objedtion is, as I take it, fairly dated. 

• The Fadt is certainly true ; and yet even this 
to me is a convincing Argument that the firil 

1 Confufion was miraculous. For, i. we fee in 
all thefe Inftances, manifeft Deviations from one 
common Original , tho' not all from the fame. 
Your Specimens of the Lord's Prayers fhew 
that the Frencb, Grifon^ Catalan^ Portugueze^ 

' Italiany and Ca/iillan Tongues, all come from 
the Latiny and we fee there a common Mo- 
ther to them all, which Mother is certainly 
two Thoufend Years old. The fame is vifible 
in the teutonic or Got hie y and its Subdivifions, 

• tho* we have but flender Remains, (fcarce any, 
unlefs we may reckon fome Monuments writ- 
ten in the Runic Charafter, which have beca 

I .. .- publiflicd 
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piiblirtied by fVormius and VereUm) of any ( 
thole Languages that are (o ancient as the tica- 
then Writers of old Rome. And there are f 
vera! fuch common Originals in the World. 
So that though this will invincibly prove the 
Gradation and Derivation of different Dialedt* 
from a common Stock, yet it will not prove 
the adual Formation of fome eflentially diffe- 
rent Tongues which I here contend for. But 
then, 2. wc fee other Languages, which the* 
they may have fome few Words in common, 
yet have a quite diftiod Frame and Make from 
many others; and this Frame and Make runs 
thro', and is manifeftly vifible in their Subdi- 
vilions, and has been fo from all Antiquity. 

The clearing of this Propofition will fully 
explain what I have to fay, and will, if I mi- 
ftaKe nor, fufiicicntly prove my Aflcrtion, which 
in general is, that fome Languages, (I enquire 
not how many) were formed ar once at the 
Confulion of Babel, by the fame Almighty 
Hand that taught ji<iam and E-ve to fpeak at 
■ the Creation, and impowered the Apoftles to 
fpcak with new Tongues at the great Pento- 
coft. 

To underftand this Notion of mine the bet- 
ter, I mull crave Leave to enlarge upon what 
I .TJa pprehend to be the Matter, and what the 
wtKerm of every Language. The Matter of c- 
^Jfcry Tongue are the Words by which the Men 
that fpeak that Tongue exprefs their Ideas. An 
Rnglijhnum, fays Man, when he would name 
a Crea- 
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a Creature of the fame Species with himfelf. 
A Roman would fay Vir^ or Homo ; a Greeks 
"^ Av6^iv7r@- i ^xi Hebrew^ IJh. This I call Mr- 
terial in thefe Languages. But the feveral 
Ways by which thefe Nouns arc declined, is 
what I call formal in thefe feveral Tongues. 
The Latins and Greeks vary their Nouns by 
Terminations, as Vir^ Viri^ Vito^ Virum. '^Av- 

6^a7r(^^ dvQ^coTriij cLvG^ci'Trcfy ayQ^oiTroVj av6^co7ri^ 

So did the antient Germans. Saxons and Danes y 
fince the Norman Invafion we have fhortened 
our Nouns, and what the Romans and Greeks 
call the Nominative Cafe, denotes now with 
us the whole Noun, as it always did in the 
Eaft. We decline by the Prcpofitions to^from^ 
ofy the^ in both Numbers. The Hebrews have 
no different Termination in the fame Number, 
but only vary thus, J/1&, Man^ IJhim, Men; 
J/haby Woman^ Ijhothy Women. The reft is 
varied by Prepofitions infeparably affixed to the 
Words, as Ha-ijlo^ the Man; Le-ijh^ to the 
Man; Be-'ijhy in the Man ; and the like. Thefe 
Prepofitions thus joined make one Word with 
the Noun to which they are affixed; which 
Way of altering the Signification by thefe fin- 
gle Letters (for the Vowels in Ha, Le^ Be^ ftand 
for nothing) which anfwer the End of entire 
Words in other Languages, is peculiar to thofc 
Eaftcrn Tongues which have an Affinity with 
the Hebrew, and is no where feen in the Lan- 
guages which come from a Latin or Teutonic 

Original. 



Original. In this Manner arc Nouns which 
are Names of Things declined. ^ 

In the Way of declining and conjugating 
Ferh, this Difference between the Eajlern and 
Weflern Languages will appear yet more fur- 
prizingly. Verbs may in general be defined to 
be Names of ASiioriy or Pqffion, or ^alttVy as 
moveable; or aftually in Motion or at Reft; 
z^ I ftrike^ I am jlruck^ I love, I Jland, and 
the like. Whether this Definition be full, it 
matters not now to examine. It is enough to 
me that I am underftpod. And fince a Verb 
in its Nature implies Motion or a Capacity to 
move, or be moved, or to be at Reft, it is ma- 
nifeft that it may be confidered, as paft, pre- 
fent, or to come, to which Head all the other 
Alterations may be reduced. Now nothing 
can be conceived more diflFerent than the Way 
of inflecting Verbs ufed by the Eajlern Nati^ 
ons, and thofe of the Wejl and North. All the 
Weftern and Northern People, whofe Langua- 
ges I have had an Opportunity to confult, con- 
sider every tranfitivc Verb either aftively or paf- 
fively, and then they have done ; Amo in La^ 
tin is / love ; Amor I am loved. So in Greek 
dyayrJica & aycL'jr^i'i^ou. And whether we form 
our Verbs with others that are Auxiliaries, as 
all the Languages that come from the antient 
Celtic and I'eutonic feem to do, and as the Ro^ 
'mans did in fome of the Tenfcs of the Pa (Five 
Voice, ^ yet ftiU we confider a Tranfitive Verb 

^ As, Amatus fum vel /«/, / have been loved, amam 
ir$vz\fuero, f /hall be kved, &c, 

D ^^ 
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only as it is ABive or Pajfive ; and Subjiantive 
Verbs, and thofe which the Latins call AV«- 
ters and Deponents are formed after the fame 
Manner. 

But the Eajlern Nations have a Method 
of forming Verbs which is eflentially diftindt 
from thefe, by which every Verb is formed in 
all their Languages. By EcJlern Nations here 
I mean thofe, and only thofe, whofe Langua- 
ges have both in Matter and Form, fo great 
an Affinity with the Hebrew^ that they are ge- 
nerally fuppofed to be immediately derived 
from it. 

In Hebrew the Way of forming Verbs is 
this. Every Verb has, (or is fuppofed to have) 
what their Grammarians call feven Conjugati- 
ons. Three adtive ones, Kal^ Piel^ and £&- 
phih, three paffive ones, Niphal^ Pualy and 
Hcphal', and one reciprocal one which they 
call Hithpael. Pakady for Iriftance, Ife barely 
vijitedy in Kah, Niphkadj he was barely vijitedy 
\ViNiphal\ Pikkedy he wjited diligently y in P/- 
el'y Pukkady he was vifted diligently y in Pual\ 
Hiphkid^ he made or caufed to vijit^ in Hiphil; 
Hophkady be made or caufed to be vijitedy in 
Hophahy Hithpakked^ he vijited himfelfy in fl/VA- 
pael. Every one of thefe Conjugations has its 
preterperfeSi 2^^ future Tenfes diftinft Jby it- 
fclf, with its own ParticipleSy Imperative and 
Infinitive Moods, all which are diftinguifhcd 
from each other, by fervile Letters which arc 
eafily difcerned by tnofe that are but moderate- 
ly 
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Ty verfed in the Language; and are therefore 
ufually omitted in all their Didlionaries, where 
only the radical Confonancs, which are rarely 
more than three {Vowels in this Cafe not being 
minded) are alphabetically fei down. All thefe 
Conjugations have each their determinate Senfe j 
tho' perhaps in every Verb not iull thofe which 
1 have already fpecified. 

The Chaldean and Syriac Languages form 
their Verbs much after the fame Manner j on- 
ly they have but fix of thefe Conjugations, 
whereas the Hebrew has (cvtn. 

The Arabia^n ^ have diverfified thefe Con- 
jugations to the Number of thirteen. Thefe 
all vary in Signification, and are not, no more 
than the Hebrew, all ufed in one and the fame 
Verb, but fome in one Verb, and fome in an- 
other. It may not be unpleafant to fee the 
Manner of them, as it is defcribed by their 
Grammarians, iji the Conjugations of the Verb 
Phahala, he made, which they ufually make 
their Paradigm, as our Grammarians 6.0 Amo, 
Doceo, Lego and Audio. 

Here then I, The Root k felfPWja/ff, ^de- 

* Thefe Conjugations are as radical Notes in Mufick, 
which are 13 in Number, as in this jfrabit Verle. 

fVglma pbalanatja Beladja Mlahi. 

I may be qucftioned whether our fa-la- in Mufick 
i Dot from the Arabu Pbaah iW M make^ anJ ft> 

D 2 notes 
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notes the bare Aftion without any Reference 
or View to any Thing clfe, He made. II, Pbab^ 
hala^ and IV, Aphhala fignify a Change of an 
abfolute Verb into a tranfitivc one. Thus 
Hhazana is He was forry. But Hhazana and 
Ahzana are, be made forry. In Verbs that are 
originally Tranfitives, thefe Conjugations make 
the Signification more intenfe than it was at 
fir ft. So dharaba^ be beat with a Cudgel \ 
Dbarraba^ and adbraba^ be caufedtobe beat with 
a Cudgel. Ill; Pbabala^ implies Reaction, and 
fuppofes two Subftantives, as, Batrojo dbdraba 
Bauhfay Piter beat Paul, and was beaten again^ 
where Peter is fuppofed to ftrike firft. So in 
Neuters, Batrofokdhada Baulofa. Peter /i/ dow7t 
by Paul, and he fat down by Peter. VI. Ta- 
phdhala fignifies fych a Cooperation as the La^ 
tins exprefs by the Prepofition con^ as I'adhd" 
raba Batrofo wa Baulofo^ Peter and Paul beat 
one another. V. Taphahhala. VIL Inphaha-- 
la. VIII. Iphtahala, are abfolute Paflives. The 
V. and VIL come from the IL as Hallamtoho^ 
wahowa tahallamaj I taught him^ and he was 
taught. The VIII. from the L as Katfarto da- 
lika phdktatfara , I fhortened thisy and it was 
Jhortened. IX. Iphhalla, and XL Iphhdlla re- 
late to Intenfion of Colours; as, Itfpharra, he 
%vas very yellow i Itfphdrra^ he was mofl extra^ 

owe its Rife to the ArQ))tc Conjugations, which are Mu- 
fical Notes. And in their Dirges they often ufc the Mu~ 
fical Note l^lA HaT'dna to maurn^ 

trdlna^ 
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erdinarily yellov}; and to Verbs of Deformity, 
as Idhjamma, and ISjdmma, his Mouth -was a- 
wry more or lej's. IJiaphhala relates to begging 
ly Thing. As, JJlathama, he ajkcdfor Pood, 
oratahama, to tajl. XII. Jphhauhala^ and 
III. Iphhawwala, which are very rarely ufcd» 
ignify great Incenfion; as Ihlau/ata, and /i6- 

lata, from Halata, he adhered ftrongly. 
\ This is the Method by which all their trili- 
' [ral Verbs are formed. For here alfo as in 
tieirew, the Confonants only are regarded. 
They have alfo a quadrilateral Form , whofe 
Conjugations are altered after this Manner. 
I. Phahlala. 11. 'Tapbablala. III. Iphbanla- 
la. VI. Iphhalalla. Every one of thefe Con- 
jugations has its own PreterperfiSist Futures^ 
Imperatives, Participles and Infinitives. 

Now as the EngUjh Verb Drub, comes from 
the Arabic Dbaraba, fo we form it our own 
Way; to drub, to be drubbed, drubbing, and the 
like. And if there were fuch a Latin Verb as 
darabo, the pafTive would be darabor; and ic 
would be formed accordingly. In fliort every 
Nation takes the Word which it adopts into 
its own Language, and alters and forms it af- 
ter its own Model ; and from that Model, 
more than from the Words which it has in 
common with other Languages, we are to 
judge of its Original, and perhaps of its Anti- 
quity. In a Word, the cffential Difference of 
one Language from another, is to betaken from 
their 
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tfidr rcfpeftiyc Grammars^ rather than from 
their Vocabularies. 

Thcfe are fome of the principal Charaftc- 
riftics, by which the Hebrew and its Kindreds- 
Tongues differ from the Greek and- the Latin^ 
and the Languages that arc derived from the 
^eutmic Stock. 

Another Mark of Diftinftion, in which the 
E/^^r;2 Tongues all agree, is, that they have 
no Verbs, that are compounded with Pre-r 
poiitions in flich a Manner as to accompany 
them in all their Moods and Tenfes by which 
their Signification may be vary'd. Their Verbs 
are all fimple, and though they may, and' 
very often have in Arabic efpecially, many 
and thofe very different Significations ; ibme 
literal, fome figurative; yet ftill the Verbs 
themfelves are not compounded ; and the feme 
too holds in the Nouns, whereaa in the Wefiern 
Languages it is quite otherwife. An Inftance 
in both fully explain my Meaning. In Hebrew 
Satahb is the Verb which is ufed in your Spe^ 
cimen of the hor£$ Prayer^ for forgiving-. 
Sbabak in Chaldee. The fame in Syriac. Gi- 
cfara in Arabic. Thefe are all original and* 
Offcompoundcd Verbs. On the contrary in 
Oreek^ the Verb for forgiving is d(pifjfUy from 
ifjfttj to fend^ and attoj away. Tofendaway^ 
to dijintfsy and metaphorically to forgive. In 
the modern Greek it is the fame, only in 
fome Dialeifts, it is avyxa^iivy which is com- 
pounded 



pounded from ^va) and ;c^Ptckf i. In Latin, to 
forgive is exprefs'd by dtmittOy and reniitidj 
both compounded from mitto^ to Jend^ and r^, 
which in Compofition fignifies back ; or di a 
Contraction of ^//j, which in Gompofition fig- 
niiies fomething that rnay be divided in cH-der 
to parting afunder, which by an eafy Metaphor 
will agree with our l<iotion of forgiving. Pur- 
suant to this Pattern, all t;he modern L^gu- 
ages which come from Latin^ ufe compounded 
Verbs upon Occafion, as readily, as they do fim- 
ple Ones. The Word Pardon, which runs 
through moft of them, comes from Per do- 
narCy which is compounded of donare^ to give^ 
and per^ which in Compofition often fignifies 
throughly y and thereby heightens the Senfe of 
.thefimple Verb. In Languages derived from 
the 7'eutonicj it is the tome; in the. jdng/o- 
Saxony it is f orgy f. In Iflandifla, JFiergej^l In 
Junius's Golbels (which you -know the great 
Reftorer of me Northern Learning in Europe^ 
Dr. Hickes^ thinks was written in the Lan- 

8 In the Colkdlion of: Lord's Prayers^ which was 
printed at London by Mr. MottCy in the Year 1700, I 
find a Copy of *the Lords Prayer which he calls Graeca 
Barbara^ which- is. diftefflot in jnany Things from the 
others in the modern Grepi^ which .he there produces. 
There x^x^^^^ ^^ P^^ ^^^ forgive \ and CyXfi^90}iSl^ 
for we forgive. Allowing it lo be- truly printed, though 
there muft be a Fault in one of thern, then (};^o^?«v, 

or (^XP^i^^ Piuft have been corrupted from the com- 
• moii Word -c^'^m^At. 

guage 
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guagc of the old Germam) it is afletj and that 
alfo is compounded of letan^ to let go^ to dif- 
tnifs , and af Which in Compofition anfvvers 
to our offy or away. And your CoUedtion of 
Lord's Prayers wilLfhew us, that the later Dia- 
lers which fprmg from the fame Japhetic Stock 
compound tneir Verbs after the fame Manner, 
which none of thofe Languages, that I have 
mentioned as having Affinity with the Hebrew^ 
ever do. 

Another obfervable in which thefe feveral 
Sets of Tongues, i% I may call them, differ 
from each other, though they all agree with 
their common Roots, is in the Ufe of their 
pofleffive Pronous, when affixed to their Nouns. 
As thus, Ab in Hebrew is Father. Abi^ my 
Father. AbinUy our Father. In Chaldee frorti 
the fame Root, Abouna^ is our Father. In 
Syriac it is Abun. In Arabic and Mthiopic 
the fame. In this Manner when any Pronoun 
is pofleffively joined to a Noun, as tny^ thy^ his^ 
yourSy theirs^ they conftitute in a regular and 
ordinary Manner one Word with the Word 
with which they are joined, by being added to 
the End of the Woun. Thefe Pronouns are put 
to the End of the Nouns, as mod: Prepofitions 
and fome Conjundions are prefixed to thofe 
Nouns and Verbs that want them. Whereas 
in the Greek both ancient and barbarous, in 
the Latin and the Dialeds which arife from 
it, and in all the Branches of what I call the 
old Heutonic^ thefe poffeffivc Pronouns make a 

diftindfc 
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diftind Word from the Noun with Vhich they 
arc joined. As na.T7}p vifjuSivy Pater nofler^ Atta 
unfar^ Fader vor^ Vater unfer^ Our Father. 
NoF have thefe Languages any Thing which 
cxadlly anfwers to the Prepofitions and Con- 
junftions which are prefixed to Verbs and Nouns 
in thofe Eqjiern Languages. 

Another -remarkable Particular, in which 
thefe Weflern Tongues all agree, is, the mark- 
ing the Degrees of Comparifon of their Ad- 
jed:ives by proper Terminations, as wije^ W- 
fer^ wifeft , JapienSy fapienticr^ fapientijjimus ; 

cro:pc(, (ro(pciT€P(^y (ro(pct)raT(^. None of thc 

Eojlern Tongues already mentioned have any 
Thing like this. In my Opinion this is no 
mean Proof that the Race of Japhet^ from 
whom all thefe Nations fpring, had diftindi 
Languages agreeing in fome common Marks, 
as well as diftinft Lands afligned them about 
this Time. And here I would take Leave to 
obferve, what I (hall fpeak to more At large 
hereafter, that as we fee thefe fundamental 
Charadleriftics in thefe two great Branches, fo 
they do not leffen or dwindle away as thefe 
Dialedts increafe. The Words indeed vary by 
which they are exprefs'd j but the Things thcm- 
felves, thofe conftituent Parts of their fubfian^ 
ttal Forms, (which however ill they may found 
in PbyJicSy will pafs well enough in Gram- 
mar) ftill remain among them all. Be it Kal 
and Niphal in Hebrew^ Peal and Ithpeel ia 
Chaldecy Pbabala and Pbaballa m Arabic, ic 

E is 
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is all one* the different Ways of conjugating 
their Verbs, which I have already defcribed, run 
thro' them alL Whereas none of thefe ff^e^ 

Jlern Tongues regard any Thing more in their 
Verbs, than ASfive^ or Pajfive, or Neuter ^ 
which is in Truth fomething between them 
both, and is always formed either Hke an A- 
ftive or like a Paflive; and fo confequently 
differs rather in the Senfe than in the Forma- 
tion. This will go a good Way towards an- 
fwering the Propofition, which Stiernbielmius 
lays down as the Foundation of his whole 
Difcourfe, that all the Languages of the De- 
fcendents of Notih^ were originally but one, 
to which one they ipay be all at laft reduced. 

• If I fhbuld enter now into a longer Enume- 
ration of Particulars upon this Head, I fhould 
tire other Readers, and fhould be very imperti- 
nent towards you, Sir, whofe great and diffufive 
Skill in fo many and fo various Languages makes 
you a better Judge of this Queflion, than al- 
mofl any Man I ever knew. 

You will agree therefore, Sir, with me in 
this, that it is upon the Account of thefe com- 
mon Marks, that Grammarians have been able 
to make Grammars that have been intelligible 
and methodical, of feveral of thefe Languages 
together, in which thefe Variations have been 
clearly reprefented. Of this Sort is that ex- 
cellent Grammar which Ludovicus deDieu has 
compofed for Hebrew^ Chaldee and Syriac. 
Whereas if one fhould try to make what I 

would 
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would call a Concordantial Grammar o? Greek 
and Arabic^ he would foon fee that he did 
cifrvyytX&)<Tci Khco^siv^ put Things together which 
are wholly incompatible, and he would then 
perceive that there are indeed in both Langua- 
ges Words, and great Variety of them, to ex- 
prefs our Meaning by; but that thefe Words 
are (generally fpeaking) as differently framed ia 
Order to form thofc Expreflions, as it is poffi- 
ble for the Mind of Man to conceive they 
fhould. 

If now, Sir, I have made my felf under- 
ftood I am fatisfied. You fee what I drive at; 
I have had no Afliflance from the Writings of 
any of thofe that have gone before me that I 
have ittn. If any Man will recur to the Ob- 
jedtion which I firft ftarted, and bid me com- 
pare the Draledls of the Latiriy the Greeks or 
the German^ and fend me up to Time , as if 
that were fufficient to produce thefe or greater 
Changes ; I (hall refer my felf to what Stiem^ 
hielmius himfclf is forced to own in his Dif- 
courfe C07icerning the Original and Progrefs of 
"Tongues^ prefixed to the Edition of 3^f^;7/z/5's Gof- 
pels^ commonly called the Gothic ^ compared 
with the IJlandip, the Swedijh^ and the Latin^ 
which was printed at Stockholm in 167 1. by the 
College of Antiquities^ which the late King of 
Sweden erected fome Years before. For there, 
after he has laboured to prove that the Lan- 
guages of Europe, Afa and Africa^ were ori- 
ginally one, and to that one may be ftill redu- 

E 2 ccd| 



ccd, arid confcqucmly differ from one another, 
no otherwife thSn as the common and natural 
Changes which Time has neceflarily introdu- 
ced in three or four Thoufand Years, he is 
* forced to add , that he would be underftood 
only of thofe Languages which are derived 
from that which was fpoken by j^dam^ and 
Noahy that are in Ufe in Jlfiaj Europe and A-- 
fric : For as for the Languages of Americay 
and the Iflands in the Indi?Sy he gives them up, 
and allows that there are no Footfteps of any 
Coherence or Agreement between thefe Lan- 
guages, and thofe fpoken upon our Continent. 
Which (fays he) has made fomc raftily to ima^ 
gine, thit the Men that {peak thofe Tongues 
are a Species by themfelves, and not Defcen- 
dents of Adam^ the common Parent of us 
all \ 

This ftrange Conceflion from a Man whom 
I 'fee no Rcafon to fufpedl of Irreligion, goes a 
great Way to prove my Pofition, cfpecially 

^ Unum folummodo, Leflorem non iniquum admo- 
nitum volo, me hic non alias Linguas intelligcre, quam 

2uae ex Adamaea feu Noachica originem ducunt, & in 
)rbe cognilo, h, $. Afia, Africa, & Europa in ufu funt, 
aut fuerunt. Qyo Amcricanas, & in Indiis Infulanas, 
pt hodie funt, omnino exclude: quippe in quibus nee 
rationis, nee cohaerentiae, aut cognationis ullum vefti- 
gium, depi:ehendo. Unde nonnulli, licet temerc, fufpi- 
cantur, hominum IHorum fpeciem, jii propria potius 
Terra faftam aut exortam, quam ex Adami traduce na- 
tam. Sticrnhielmii Praefat, in Evangg. Vlfilae. pag. 4. 

feeing 
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feeing it comes from one who by his great 
Skill in Languages, both ancient and modern, 
was very well qualified to judge of this Quc- 

flion. 

And now, Sir, I fliall venture to lay dowij 
my Propofition at Length. It is this : I'bat there 
nvas but one Language in the Worlds when the 
Progeny of Noah went down into the Valley of 
Shinaar to build the City and Tower of Babel j 
and that then^ as Mofes Uterally informs us, there 
was a Confufion . of T'ongues infliSled upon the 
Workmen by the immediate Hand of God ^ fo that 
they could not underjland one another s Speech $ 
and that upon that Confufion there were new 
Languages injiantly framed^ which Languages 
have been the Roots and Originals from which 
the fever al DialeSls that are^ or have been^ or 
will be fpokenj as long as this Earth pall lajiy 
have arifen^ and to which they may with Eafe 
be reduced. 

Here I beg Leave to enlarge upon what J 
juil: hinted at already, which is, that thefe ge-r 
neral Marks, which run through all thefe 
Tongues, and which truly feparate the Eajiern 
from the Wefiern Languages, have none of 
them difappeared, or been Ihifted from one to 
the other, for near three Thoufand Years. 
They, appear in every Book of the Old Tefta- 
ment, from Mofes down to Malachi^ in the 
Chaldee Paraphrafts, in the Syriac Verfions of 
the Bible, and Liturgies 5 in the Mifna^ an4 
the Gemara\ and in every other Rabbinical 

Book 



( 30 ) 

Book (as far at leaft as I can judge by Citati- 
ons) from the Mi/nay which I take to be the 
moft ancient Book next the Bible in the He^ 
brew Language, down to thofe Jewijh Writers, 
who to this Day fwarm in Holland^ and Ger-^ 
manyy and Poland^ and Turkey. All the Marks 
of the Arabic Language before fpecified, are 
obfervable in the Alcoran^ which is about ele- 
ven Hundred Years old, and may undoubted- 
ly be found in every other Araotc Book that 
has been written fince. 

On the other Side confider Horner^ Poems 
(which are the oldeft Monuments that we have 
of the Grd'^yJ Language s) take Theocritus for the 
Doric Dialeft, Euripides or Thucydides for the 
Attic^ Herodotus or Hippocrates for the lonicy 
Sappho for the Molic -, and come downwards 
to the modern Greek now fpoken in thofe once 
flourifliing Regions, and you will fee the gene* 
ral Marks of thefe Japhetic Languages run 
through them all. Thefe Idioms (hew them- 
felves at firft Sight to be nothing more than 
Dialers juanifeftly fpringing from the fame 
common Root, which never did, nor ever 
^ill (as far as we may judge by the Pradtice of 
above two Thoufand Years fucceflively) con- 
jugate Verbs, decline Nouns, or compare Ad- 
jeftives like the Hebrew or the Arabic. Thefe 
Languages will always compound Verbs and 
Nouns with Prepofirions, which effencially 
alter the Senfe: Thefe Languages never had 
any pofleflive Pronouns affixed to dielrNoun<^, 

to 
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to determine the Perfbn or Perfons to whom 
they do of Right belong : They prefix no (in- 
gle Letters to their Words which may be equi- 
valent to Conjun£tions, thereby to conncdt the 
Senfe of what goes before, with what follows. 
Any Man that is but tolerably initiated in 
any one of the Eajiern Tongues , and that 
compares it with any of ours, muft own that 
what I. fay is fo far right. And I (hall readily 
own, that, were it not for thefe diftinguifliing 
Marks by which original Languages may be 
diftinguiflied from one another, I fhould have 
concurred with Stiernhielmius in affirming, that 
all Tongues feem to arife from one Language 
at firft, to which they may be all reduced ^ 

But then again, when I refleft, that by the 

loweft Computation the Earth was mdcclvii 

Years old, when this Confufion happened ; and 

that by that Account it is not fix Thoufand 

Years old now ; that, if we take the higheft 

Account, the Matter is not much mended 5 that 

we know what the Hebrew Tongue was above 

three Thoufand Years ago when Mofes wrote ; 

that he gives a Specimen of fome Chaldaean 

Words ufed in Jacob's Time, which corre- 

fpond to what elle we have of that Language 

at this Day; and of fome Egyptian Words, 

which are different frbm Hebrew \ that the 

Time when thofe two Languages were formed 

^ Vidcri omnes Lin7,uas, quae in orbc cognito exfti- 
teiunt, U li'jii.'exftaiu, ex una ortas, & ad unam pof- 
fe rcduci. Id, ibid. 
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was above two Hundred Years earlier than the 
Time when Mofes wrote ^ ; when again I re- 
flect that the Arabic Language from Mahomet's 
Time to this Day correfponds with itfelf in 
that opcrofc and philofophical Way of form- 
ing its Verbs, which was then in Ufe, and 
that too with fo few Anomalies that the Ma- 
tters fay its Grammar, is one of the fimpleft 
in the World: When, I fay, I put all thofe 
Things, and many more of the fame Sort to- 
gether, I cannot conceive that the common 
Changes which occur in the Dialeds with 
which we are acquainted, are in any Meafure 
fu£5cient to account for this Matter K 

^ Had the Mgyptian and the Canaanitijh Language 
been the fame, Jofepb needed not to have fpoken with 
his Brethren by an Interpreter 5 nor would they have 
talked fo freely before him as they did, but becaufe they 
firmly believed that he could not underftand them, fince 
the Mgyptian Tongue was fo different from- their own. 
Gen. xlii. 23. 

' Lingua Arabica eft omnium quotquot cxftant longe 
copiofiffima; infinita fere funt ejus Vocabula, quaequoque 
multiplices obtinent fignificationcs : Tredecim habet con- 
jugationes quae diverfam plerumque lignificationem ha- 
bent : Ejus Anomaliae funt pauciffimae j nam in Gram- 
matica Arabica plurimi Canones occurrunt, quibus nul- 
la eft exceptio. Idcirco licet a nonnullis propter im- 
jnenfam verborum copiam omnium Linguarum habeatur 
difBcillima, nihilominus quod Grammaticas Regulas at- 
tinet, omnium (excepta forfan Pcrfica) facillima eft & 
fimpliciflima, OciUii Introdu^. ad Lingg. Orient, pag. 
129, 130. 

For 
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For I muft befeech you. Sir, ro rake thit 
along with you, that Diale<5i:s will much fooncr 
alter now, than they would, or indeed than th^* 
could, naturally fpeaking, in that inlantStatCG 
Mankind have done. The World was thei 
thin, and the Difperfion would make i^ 
thinner, by fcattedng the People that were colif' 
ledted then into one Body very far afunder ; 
that for want of Commerce, which it was the"1 
Work of Ages to fettle, and the mutual Af-*' 
fiftance which that gives. Men would be ob- 
liged to converfe each one with his own Co- 
lony ; and confequently by not bringing in foJf ; 
reign Curtoms, they would keep their Uialcdll' \ 
far more entire dian they do now, or arc evei" . 
like to do hereafter in a peopled World- AnJ \ 
for the fame Reafon, they would for fome few! 
Ages at leaft, be free from Foreign Conqueftjl 1 
of People that fpoke different Tongues, ancT,' 
confidering the Time ihac is elapfed fince 
the Confufion at Bahd-, thofe few Ages wilf . 
go a great Way in the Reckoning. 

I have already obfcrved that the CbaJditaH 
was a Language already formed in Lahan'%: 
Time, and the Egyptian in 'JofepU^. Small' 
and infenfible Alterations, which perhaps wilt' 
not be difcernible in an Age or two, ijvill un-* 
doubtedly happen ; but then believe me. Sir,-' 
they will be very fmall and Infenfible, ahleft ar 
People converfe much with Strangers. It i? 
Commerce, andConqueft, and Colonies plant- 
ly alre ady peopled with Nationi ihat-^ 
^ F fpcRk 
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fpcak diftinft Languages, which bring in the 
Floods of. new Words, and thlat produce the 
great and ^flagrant Changes. But Nations fel- 
dom trade much Abroad, or make InvajGions 
upon their Neighbours, or fend forth Plan- 
tations or Colonies into remote Countries, till 
they are pretty well flocked at Home. And 
this, as I have faid more than once, muft have 
been.dbie EfFedt of feveratl Ages after the Dif- 
perfion. . 

r deifire, Sir, that you would now go along 
wi^th me in the Hiftory of fome languages 
with which we are both acquainted. The ^o- 
man hangua^c v/as formed,, and very^ beautiful 
htforc- Plaf£t us' s Timp; apd though, now' and 
then fome Archaifms appear in his Writings, 
yet jany Man that underfbinds ttatm may read 
the Books written in it, whilft it was ftill a 
living Tongue, from Plant us doWn.to Theodo- 
ric,i^Ci:Gofhy in whofe Time Sidonius lived, 
which was near feven Hundred Years. And 
had not the barjparoiis Nations broke into 
It^Jy^'it would have continued to be an in- 
telligible Language for Icveral Ages more. 
But (hen the Gothsy and after them the Lom^ 
bards fixed their Settlements in Italy: The 
Franks and Burgundiam in France : . the f^an- 
dals^ G4)ths^ and Moors, in Spain : Thefe new 
^^ttlements by Df^ecs , introduced new 
Tongues 5 which however by their Affinity, at 
fipft ^igjit vifiblc, difcover die Original from 
^hicl^ .they fpricig^.iHad not iSm^ Normans 

>s-' V ' come' 
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come in with JViUiam the Conqueror, and fuc- 
ceffively afterwards as long as our Kings were 
Dukes of Normandy y the old Saxon and its 
Dialed^ would not have been fo foon loft : 
And yet now that its Grammar is thoroughly 
known, and we have excellent Dictionaries of 
this Language, it may be very well under- 
ftood in a few Months ^tj^^tich tolerable In- 
duftry 5 and we have Treatiias extant in that 
Language near a Tlxiufand YeArs-^ld. The 
IflanderSy who fpeak the Language of the an- 
cient DaneSy (who when they o^ief-nMi thiis 
Ifland feven or eight Hundred Years ago, left 
great Marks of their Tongue behind them) 
have fufifered very iftcdnfiderable- Alterations 
in their Dialeft; as we knovv by the tiunierous 
Monuments ftilt extant in it"; which jare above 
five Hundred Years pld, which Cdnftaricy in 
theif Language is C(irtaitily owing t6 the very 
little Converfation which they have with the 
reft of Mankind. 

Look now, Sir, into the Greek, and tell me 
whether it is not in the main the felf fame 
Tongue, as to it's Grammar (for I regard not 
the obfolete Words that are antiquated, or the 
new ones that have beeh taken in) as it ap- 
pears in Homer's Poems, and in the Commen- 
taries of EiiJiathiuSy though Homer and Eujia^ 
thiusy lived full two Thoufahd Years afunder. 
Indeed wHen the Ti/r)&:y over-run Greece, Dark- 
nefs quitkly enfued, and Greek foon became 
what ^e now fee it " But ftill what a wide 
^ F 2 Difference 
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Difference is there, betwixt Greik^ either an- 
cient or modern, and the Eajlern Languages ? 
And as notorious as the Changes are, no Man 
that underftands Etymology can think that one 
was made out of the other. 

In a Word, Sir, confidering the Time that 
has elapfed fince the Building of the Tower 
of Babel \ and confidering what Progrefs and 
Alterations fome of the Languages which wc 
know have made in three Thoufand Years, 
others in two Thoufand and two Thoufand 
five Hundred Years, and others in a. Thou- 
fand 3 and confidering that there are fome 
Tongues,, in which, when compared with others, 
you will find n^c volam nee vefiigium; the 
the Variety now a<5hially cx;fling of Idioms 
fpoken by thefever^l Innabitants of this our 
Earth, can I think be no Way pofTibly accoun- 
ted for, without fuppofing fuch a miraculous 
Formation of Languages as we find recorded 
in the xith Chapter of Genejis ; let any Man 
look here in Europe into the Finnijh Tongue, 
and it? Diakds, the EJihiJhy and the Lettijb ; 
let him examine the Hungariariy which is a 
Language entirely 4ifferent from any other 
fpoken in Europe ; let him caft his Eyes upon 
the naany Dial?(5ls of the Slavonian^ of which 
we haye fevcral curious Specimens in your, 
admirable Collcftion, and even here we fhall 
fee the Propofition which I advance fully made 
put. But if we go farther Ea/l into Cbina^ 
^nd thp Euiji Indies^ or faf dicr 'w'eji iptp Am^r 

rica^ 
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rica, the Diversity is ftill more aftonifliing. 
But then if we recur to Mofes, this Aftonifhment 
ceafes > he folves this Phaenomemn eafily j J 
And without fuch a Solution^ it would, I feai^ J 
have given too great a Handle to the iv-fl^ 
'Thinkers of this Age, to have thrown afide thM 
Mofaic Hiftory, and to have given Credit qi^l 
the mofl fabulous Accounts of other Nation^ J 
which boaft of the jfreaieft Antiquity; if thcj|| 
would have allowed thofe Accounts to have J 
been fufficient. . 1 

You fee, Sir, what Ufe I would ^ake of al|^ 
this. The Hiftory of Empires, of Trade, qfl 
the Progrefs of Arts and Sciences do prove de^l 
monftrably to an unprejudiced Man, that thql 
World is not likely to be older than the Mofih i 
jc Account. If the Hiftory of Language whicl^ I 
Mbjes gives us be confidered likewile upon thij I 
Plan, we Ihall fee nothing to conrradid il,l 
That divine Hiftorian tells us when it was that I 
Mankind had but one Language, and how nevy | 
ones were introduced, and what a Difperfion- ] 
this caufed. And nothing but fuch a CoUedti- 
on as yours, made with fo much Exadtnefs^ 
and which by the Care of our admirable Friend ] 
Mr. Reland of Utrecht, is like to be printed j 
with fo much Accuracy {in which, though that 
is the principal Thing, all the other Colledti- j 
ons that I have fecn have been noiorioufly dc- j 
ficient) could have fet this Matter in fuch a 
Light, as in my Opinion it dcfcrved. 
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• This, fef, 1 thought fit to fey- concerning 
four Vl^orkt Sotiie other Queftions may |>poba-* 
bly be aiked upon this Occafion, concerning 
which, when I hfcvc given you my Thougfeffs^ 
and anjfwered fome Objections which hdve been 
fttede by a moft learned Friend of ours, I (hall 
dofe this Difcourfe, which will, I fear, appear 
tedious to many Readers, and ufelefs perhiaps 
to fome. • ■ 

' Seme will afk here which Languages I take 
to be Original, and whence derived; or in o* 
ther Wordsjr which are coeval with the Baby^ 
kmijh Confufion, and which have by Degreed 
crept in fince. Now in Anfwer to this Quefti- 
to, I muft acknowledge ^lat it is not eafy,- and 
perhaps in many Cafes impoffiblc, to give a 
determinate Anfwer to it. ^ But as according to 
my Notion the Difper fion - of the- Builders 
quickly followed u^n the * ' Confufion of 
Tongues,; and as the Defcendents of Noah 
went according to their Families into Regions 
contiguous to one another, (as the incompara- 
ble Bochart has fhewn at large in his Phaleg) 
fo it is agreeable to Reafon as well as Fadt, that 
thofe ColonieiS or Tribes which lay nearcft to 
one another, and confequently were moft likely 
to have mutual Commerce and Intercourfe with 
each other, (hould have Languages the neareft 
akin given them at firft. To form Dialefts is a 
Work of Ages, even now when Trade, and Bu- 
finefs, and War have introduced greater Corrc- 
ipondences. And we fee there were diftin<5t 

Langua- 
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Languages formed in the Regions adar P^\ 
lafiine^ much foonef than >;vt can imagite 
to have been , had- they gradually arifen 
firom the ianie common Stock. When 3^tf- 
cob 9(Qd Isabdn made a Gqvqt)^tit toge^^» 
Genejis, xxxL 47. they eredted a Heap 6f 
Stqi;ie& on which tbey eat; and L^han caUed 
itje^ar Sahadutha^ and J^tr^?^' Q^J-Ed; whicb 
Words fignify one in C^^/<^,', the /other in £&-» 
^r^i a Heap of Witnefs, habarC% are genuine 
ChaldeeV^Qv^y . as Jacobs are Hebrew. Pba-- 
raqb^ called 3^o/^^^ yophnath^Faafieabhj \. e. il 
Reveater (f bidden Tubings ^ which- Words arc^ 
not, Hiebrewi diougb Tjopbnatb has an Affinity? 
with the Hebrew Root -Hapban^ which figmn 
fies to bide. Here {jjen we iee thrde diilin€b 
Diale<£te formed in J Mob's Time. The J5&*: 
brew ieems to have ebeen the Language of C^: 
naatiy when jibnabafn who Was by Birth a 
Cbaldaan, came thither «». • 

The particular Texture of tho Arabic[i 
which is much more opcrofe, and yet .more 
regular than the Hebrew y leads^ me to think* 
that it is as old:a« the Hebrew. Before ifcfe- 
bomefsXm^i who Was a Native oi Jirabiai 
the Inhabitants of that nobleCountrey feem to* 
have been v^y lijUfr^jmown ta, or knowing o£ 
the Inhabitants of the ( reft of thfc Wodd. 
Th^ had then no Lieiarning among thdm, nor 
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. » 9e6,Mrt Z*.Cr^r<'s.firtl DiflertatioH before his CoB»- 
mentary, upon GspeBs, . . • 

long 
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long afterwards till the Time of Almamtnm^ 
who was the 28* Cbalipb of the Saracens^ and 
the 7«*» of the Race of Abajjidae. Their Lan- 
guage was then the fame that it is now, and the 
Alcoran is looked upon as the Standard of the 
Tongue, and allowed to be fo by the beft Judg- 
es among the Europeam^ who cannot be (up- 
pofed to be led by any fuperftitious Motive to 
pais fuch a Judgment. They never were con- 
quered by any Foreign Nation, and tho* ibme 
of thofe who lived the neareft to Mgypt and 
Syria drove a Trade in Caravans in Jacobus 
Time, Gen. xxxvii. af. as they do to this 
Day, yet Strangers feem to have known very 
little of the Heart of their Countrey. Ex- 
cepting the Inroads which Sejbjlris made a- 
mong them, before his great Expedition in- 
to jyia^ when he led his victorious Army up 
as high as the Euxine Sea, we read of no Fo- 
reign Enemy that ever made any great Imprefl 
fion upon their Countrey. Neither the Pi?ry51 
am^ nor the Macedonians ^ nor the Romans^ 
could ever conquer them. They lived in 
Tribes like the y^T£;x, deriving themfelves from 
1/hmael and Joktan j and Nations that live af- 
ter that Manner, if they are not overrun by a 
Foreign Force, keep themfelves more unmix'd, 
and their Language confequently is far lefs fub- 
jed: to Alteration, than that of other People 
who converfe more promifcuoufly with Stran- 
gers. The JEtbioptans feem by their Lan- 
guage, which agrees very much with the Ara^ 
': ' bic^ 
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biCj to have been a Colony of the Arabians^ 
rather than of the JEgyptians «. 

From all thcfe Things put together, I am 
apt to conclude, that 'tis hard to judge which 
of thefe three Languages, the Hebrew ^ the 
Chaldee, or the Arabic^ was the oldeft. , Their 
mutual Agreement in the Fundamentals which 
I have before defcribed, is no Argument to me 
thai any one them is derived from the reft, 
if we confider their great Antiquity. The 5y- 
riac indeed comes from the Cbaldee^ and 
was formed upon the Plan of that Lan^ 
guage after the the Babylonifh Captivity. It is 
natural to fuppofe (as I hinted before) that 
when God confounded the Speech of the Build- 
ers at Babel^ he made the Dialedts of thofe 
People who were to live near one another fo 
fer to agree, that they might with lefs Diffi»- 
culty, and in a fliorter Space of Time, mutu- 
ally underftand each other , and fo the more 
eafily maintain an Intercourfe together, which 
it was neceflary for them to do. 

The Children of Japhet were fent farther 
off, to the North and to the Weft, and for 
the fame Reafon feveral Dialedts among them 
too, agreed in fome common Principles, as the 
Eajiern ones alfo did. Junius who publiihcd 

^ Debet qui Linguae iEthiopicae operam dare inftitu- 
it, Arabicac peritum effe, tanta enim eft inter has cog- 
natio, ut quot Arabicas voces didiceris, tot fere ^thio- 
picasdifc.es: Ockleii Introd. ad Lingg^ Orient, ^z^, i.$o. 

G (b« 
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the Fragments of the four Gofpels out of a ve- 
ry ancient Copy which he found in Germany^ 
in a Language which is manifeftly a Dialed of 
the I'eutonic , obferves and proves by Abun- 
dance of Inftances in his Glojfary upon that 
Book, that the Greek and Gothic (as he calls it, 
fuppofing it to have been the Tranflation made 
by Ulfilas) were but different Dialedts which 
feem to have fprung from the fame common 
Root. This Language fpread it felf through- 
out Germany and Scandinavia^ and got at laft 
into England and the Netherlands. That the 
Latin owes its Original in a great Mcafure to 
the Greekj is, I believe, allowed by moft learn- 
ed Men that have confidered of the Matter. 
But now whether all thefe Colonics of the ya-- 
phetic Line, who were difperfed into thefe Re- 
gions, had at firft but one Language ; or whcr 
ther there were at firft feveral Kindred-Branch- 
es, (as I fuppofe to have been in thofe Coun- 
tries that bordered upon the Land of Canaan) 
which though different in very many Things, 
yet had fome common Fundamentals to tcftify 
their Relation, it is impoflible at this Diftance, 
for want of knowing the Hiftory of thofe Peo- 
ple, to determine. But the Finnijh^ the *SAar- 
voniany and the Hungarian feem to be original 
Tongues, and to have no real Affinity with the 
Teutonic^ or the Greek. Whether the Canta^ 
brie J and the ancient Gaulijh^ (of which the 
Britifh^ the Irijhy the Aremorican^ and the 
Manks are but Dialedts) be not fo likewife I 

will 
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Will not decide. Still there is P^rfia^ China^ 
the EaJi'Indies, the Midland Parts of Africy 
and all America behind. It is enough to my 
Purpofe that I have proved there were fome 
diftin<ft Languages, at leaft two, I think many 
more formed at Babel ^ whereas Mofes fays ex^ 
prefly there was but one before. The Mira- 
cle is equally great and vifible in making one 
Language at once, as one Hundred. This is 
all I contend for, and what I think conducive 
to Religion to grant. 

For I muft own that I have often with Con- 
cern bbferved that fome Interpreters, otherwife 
very learned Men iand very ufeful Commen- 
tators, have fliewn a great Averfion to allow 
any Thing to be miraculous in the Hiftory of 
the Old Teftament, where they could poffibly 
avoid it without abandoning their Religion. 
Prophecies require a fupernatural Knowledgef, 
as well as Miracles do a fupernatural Power; 
and therefore we have feen fome of the Pro- 
phecies in the Old Teftament, which relate to 
the Mcfliah, induftrioufly and artificially elu- 
ded, when they have been applied out of the 
Old Teftament, to the Circumftanccs of our Re- 
demption in the New. ' This, in my Opinion, 
is a Matter of pernicious Confequence to Reli- 
gion, tho' I dare not arraign thofe Interpreters 
who have done it of Irreligion, efpecially fince 
they have fo folemnly acquitted themfelve^ of 
that Imputation. i 
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But if wc confidcr that the Occonomy of 
our Redemption as fet forth in the New Tc- 
ftament, was prefigured and foretold by Types, 
by Miracles, and by Prophecies in the Old; it 
gives us a quite different Idea of the Power 
and Mercy of God to Mankind, as exhibited 
by J^Jus Cbrijij when he fees him exerting his 
Power in the Flood, in the Deftruftion of Sch 
dom^ in the turning of Lofs Wife into a Pillar 
of Salt, in the Plagues of Mgypt^ in the lead- 
ing of the Ijr&elites through the Red-Seay in 
the Prefervation of them by a Courfe of Mira- 
cles for fprty Years together in the Wildernefe, 
in the wonderful Overthrow of the Walls of 
yericbo^ in the preternatural I-^ngthening of 
the Day when Jojhua fought with the Canaa- 
fiites^ in the aftonifhing Strength of Sam/on^ in 
the conftant prophetic Virtue that refided in 
the JJrim and Tbummim during the ^heocracy^ 
in the Miracles that were wrought by Elijah^ 
and Elijha^ in the Prefervation of the three 
Children in the Fiery Furnace, and of Daniel 
in the Lion's Den, and in very many other 
wonderful Tranfa(a:ion8 recorded iii the Old Te- 
ftament, than if we could reduce all thefe to 
the common Force and Energy of natural 
Caufes. And though we ought not to multi- 
ply Miracles, where Things can be folved 
without them j yet on the other Hand where the 
Letter of the Text implies fomething miracu- 
lous to have been d6ne, I think thofe Interpre- 
ters wonderfully to blame that ftretch the Text, 

and 
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and ufc all the Arts with it they poffibly can, 
rather than confefs frankly, as the Mgyptian 
Magicians did upon another Occafion, that this 
was the Finger of God. The Hiftory that wc 
now examine, plainly fuppofes that new Lan* 
guages were then made ; how they were made 
it fays not, nor was it needful j efpecially to us 
who know not how any one of the Operati- 
ons of God came originally out of the Crea- 
tor's Hand. I have endeavoured to demon- 
ftrate a priori that this Miracle muft, upon 
Suppofition that the Mofaic Hiftory is true, 
which both Chriftians and Je^vs do all firmly 
believe it to be, have been wrought by God 
himfelf, (whofe own A6t it is reprefented to be) 
within a few Ages after the Flood. Your no- 
ble CoUedlion of Lord's Prayers, which you 
did me the Honour to communicate to me fc- 
veral Years ago, led me firft to thefc Medita- 
tions, and by them a Man wholly unacquaint- 
ed with any Language but his own, if he can 
but diftinguifh a Noun from a Pronoun, a Sub- 
ftantive from an Adjedlive, and a Verb from 
an Adverb, may be able to judge of the Weak- 
nefs or Strength of my Arguments. 

I do indeed willingly allow that it was e- 
qually the Finger of God, whether the Minds 
or the Tongues of the Workmen were con- 
founded. But then in that Cafe the Miracle 
does not fo plainly and flagrantly appear, nor 
would it have had fo thorough an Effedt upon 
the Builders themfelves, as according to my 

Sup- 
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Suppofition it would certainly have ; becaufe 
Men may quarrel and break off Society with- 
out a Miracle, whereas they cannot fpeak with 
oew Tongues by their own natural Strength. 
And Nothing contributed fo much to thev\^on- 
derful Effeft which S. Peter's firft Sermon, after 
the Refurre(3:ion at the great Pentecoft, {ASts ii.) 
had upon the Minds of fo many Thoufands 
of his Auditors, as jdiat People, then affembled 
from fo many diftant Regions, hearing the A- 
poftles /peak in their Uongues the wonderful 
fVorh of God. The more Miracles therefore 
are inconteftably proved to have been once 
wrought, the more Evidences we have of the 
Power of God, whom we not only believe to 
bey but alfo to be able to reward thofe that 
Jtligently feek him. But I muft go on. 

Some have upon this Occafion been very in* 
quifitive to know wherein the Crime of thefe 
Builders confifted, and what Defign we may 
rcafcMiably fuppofe God to have had in inflid- 
ing this- particular Puni(hment upon thefe 
Men. What the Text fays is only this : The 
LORD faidy Behold the People is one^ and 
they have all ONE LANGUAGE^ and 
this they begin to do ; and nw> Nothing will be 
reftrained from them^ that they have imagined 
to do. Go tOy let go down^ and there CON- 
FOUND their LANGUAGE, that they'may 
tiot UNDERSTAND one another's SPEECH. 
Gen. xi. 6, 7. . It is plain by this that their 
Pride and Vanity was chiefly difplcafing to 
- . God 
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God ^. But give me Leave to add andthof 
Reafon, God had promifed Noal\ and^conr 
firmed that Promife by a Sign from Hc?aven,. 
that a Flood of Waters fliould no more de^ 
ftroy the Earth. That therefore they were not 
afraid .of. But then, feeing that Race of Man- 
kind was to laft till the general Day of Judg- 
ment, it was for the Intereft of Mankind, and 
of Religion, in the State the World was then 

** Jofiphm affigns another Crime. He fays that God 
commanded the Children of Noah^ after they had ven- 
tured to go down into the Plains out of the Hill-Coun- 
trey where the Ark refted at firft, to divide thcmfelve^ 
into feveral Colonies and fo people the World ; that fo 
they might be kept from quarrelling among themfelves, 
and have more Ground to cultivate, and confcquently 
have greater Plenty. He fancies that this Command of 
God's was in their Opinion infidious, and that they 
Tondly imagined that God could more eafily deftroy 
them if they were difperfed, than if they kept all toge-* 
ther. And that accordingly at the Inftigation of Nimrod 
they attempted to ereft fuch a Tower as fliould be higher 
than any Waters could reach. J of. Antiqq. Jud. i. 5.' 
This Account had it been given by a lefs Writer than 
Jofephus^ would be judged impertinent. God had a£iu- 
ally promifed never to drown the World again. He had 
confirmed that Promife by producing a Rainbow in the 
Sky (G^«. ix. 8,-17.) which Meteor either they had 
never feen before; or 4fe it appeared when there wert 
no Clouds in the Air that could poflibly caufe it. That 
Fear therefore could not poflcfs them, nor is it aflign- 
cd or fo much ^s hinted at by MofeSj when he relates 
this whole Tranfadion. They were unwilling to dif- 
perfe thei^felvea till they had done fomcthing which 
might perpetuate their Name to future Ages. This is 
all we know of that Matter. 
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in, that its Inhabitants who then began to be 
very numerous, and who were no longer afraid 
of a Flood, fhould be in fuch a Manner dif^ 
perfed, that fome Nations might not for a long 
Time have any poflible Intercourfe with others. 
By that Means, if one Nation was wicked, an- 
other might efcape the Contagion, and might 
punifh them for their Wickedncfs; andbefides, 
they could not when they were thus parted, 
corrupt one another fo eafily as they did before. 
For there is great Reafon to think that the An- 
tediluvians had more Commerce with one an- 
other, than has been ever among Mankind, 
fince this Accident divided the Defcendents of 
Noah from one another. The Pofterity of 
yaphet were then parted at one Stroke from 
the Children of Shem^ and forced to feck new 
Habitations wherefoever they could find them, 
and they again were feparated and fubdivided 
from one another. This would naturally lead ■ 
them to refled: ferioufly upon what God had 
newly done. And this Effedt feems to have 
followed in Fad: from the Difoerfion. The 
Worship of the true God was far from being 
extind: in Abraham's Time in the Land of C^- 
naan^ where Melchizedec i»as the King of Sa- 
lenty and Abimelech King of Gerar p. Nor do 
I fee any fufEcient Caufe to fuppofe that it was 
extindt in Chaldaa^ or that Abraham was an 
Idolater ; though Idolatry began then to creep 

^ See Gen, xiv. 1 8. and Gen, xx. 4. 
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into that Countrey, (J'pflf. X}rfv. 2.) when God 
called him to leave TJr of the ChaldeeSy and go 
into Palejline. Laban who lived in Mefopota^ 
mi a long after was certainly no Idolater, nor 
the Arabians who lived in the Neighbourhood, 
of Job. It is very probable that JjljmaeH Fa- 
mily would preferve at leaft,* if not propagat6 
the Worftiip of che true God in thofe Parts of 
Arabia where they fettled. He was not un- ' 
known to Balak and Balaam^ who Hvp d feve- 
ral Ages after, though they did not worfhip 
him as they ought. And, if what Tiodiov Hyde 
fays be true ^, (and he was admirably verfed ifi 
all the Learning of the Eaft, even of its remo- 
teft Regions) the ancient Perjians worfhlp- 
ped the God of Heaven and Earth, though 
with a great Mbtture of Superftition, and ne- 
ver were Idolaters, as neither are the fmall Re- 
mainders of them, who are preferved to. this 
Day. That Japhef% Offipring who were fpfrcad, 
according to Noah's Prophecy, to the North 
and the Weft did fo too for feveral Ages I do 
not Queftion, though the Hiftory of the Euro^ 
pean Nations is very lame for a long while af- 
ter the Difperfion. This therefore was a great 
and a wife Reafon, why a good and a merciful 
God (hould oblige Men to feparate, who would 
otherwife much fooner have compleated thfc 
Meafure of their Iniquity, had they kept toge- 
ther, which, had there been but one LarigUagp, 

* In HiftDria Rel^iopis vetenim Perfitrum. - 
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they might have hcen tempted to do. By this 
Attempt of theirs they fhew'd their Vanity and 
their f^ride : The Di^rfion effedually hum- 
bled them* That, though a Judgment, and a 
;reat one too, feems therefore to nave been in- 
Jid:ed in Mercy, for the Ends already menti- 
oned, and alfo to keep up the Fear and Wor- 
ship of God longer among them, when they 
were thus parted, than it would have been, had 
they been ftill fufFered to live together. 

But here I expedt to be told that the Time 
between the Flood and the Birth of Pbaleg was 
much too fhort to raife fuch a Number of Peo- 
ple, as would, when parted, have been fubdi- 
vided into Colonies, both numerous and po- 
pulous enough for fuch a Purpofe : For if there 
had not been fufficient Numbers out of that 
Company to form themfelves into Colonies, 
that could underftand one another, they could 
not have afforded nor received fuch a mutual 
Affiftance, as was abfolutely neceffary for 
Men who were to look out for new Habitati- 
ons in a favage and an unpeopled World. 
And a hundred Years, which is all the Time 
that the Hebrew Account allows, even not- 
withftanding the Promife that was made to 
Noah^ and his Seed after the Flood, that they 
ihould increafe and multiply, {Gen. xix. 7.) 
can hardly be fuppofed to have been fufficient. 
Ifaac VoJJius , a Writer above any Charafter 
tnat I can give him, fays pofitively, that un- 
Ids yfrp fliould fuppofc that Men fprouted like 

• Gourdsy 
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Gourds, and could beget Children at twelvl 
Years of Age or fooner, the common ( 
tation which we follow in our Bibles wou] 
not be fufficient ^ 

You, Sir, will, I know, not be fliocked i 
this Propofition. But fince others may, v 
know nothing but what they read in our J 
glijh Bibles, and fince the Thing it felf is i . 
Moment, I (hall beg Leave to fet it in a clear! 
Light. \ ■■' 

Now the Cafe is this. We have three Co- 
pies of the Pentateuch extant, which are alti 
older than Cbrijl. Two written in Hebreial f 
and one Tranflation from the Hebrew. Thofe | 
that are written xn Hebrew-, are the Hebrew 1 
Copy commonly fo called, and the Samarita^ | 
which differs from the other only in this, that ] 
it is written in the Samaritan Charadter, whicli ' 



' Jam vera quis credat Turris Bjbylonicae conRrufli^ ! 
onem, confiifionem Linguarum, ac difperfionem GentU I 
urn fadtam efle vix uno pod Diluvium elapfo ficculoi I 
Ex facrrs LiCeris manifefte hoc Teqipus colligitur, indi I 
eniin nomen inditum Phalego. Aiqui turn fortan neo^_ | 
diim tenius Noacho natus erat Heres. Huic difficulty | 
li lU nonnuIR occurrerent, miram commenti iiint msrf \ 
ihodiim, ad muUiplicandum brevi fpatio genus huma- 
num: Primos namqiie poft Diluvium Pairiarchas tara-ij 
fpecundos fuiilb dicunt, ut Anno Aeutis duodecimo, v^ 1 
eliam prius, liberis gigncndis operam dederint. Scd fana j 
eliamri conccdatur cos cucurbiiarum inftar pullulafe, 
noti umen efficient, ut haec computandi raiio non lib ' 
prorfU3 ridicula* If. fejfii DiJJirt di Aitaft Mundi, p. 
IJ7. StziMohxi Anfwer (o'SfhstanuSt p.+io,4ii. 
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is the Charaftcr that the Jews ufed when they 
lived in their Countrey, before they were car^* 
tied into Babylonia by Nebuchadnezzar. After 
the Jews returned under Ezra^ they had no 
Communication with the Samarifansy .who bad 
their Cbpics of that Law from thofpyews who 
taught tnem at firft, when th^ were planted 
in the Regiona of Samari^^ by ,'Salmanaffar. 
Tbkis plain from the Kcw T^'f^ament. {j^pbn 
iv. 9.) Confequently theh , fince. their Copy 
differs ftom the y€mjh no otherwife than what 
commpn . Varieties of Readings will account 
for, wchave ah additional Strength added to 
flipfe. Readings', Jh which theirs and the He^ 
Brew Copy agree.'.' 'The Greek Copy, which 
was • tranllated \?y'JLXXyewtfh Interpreters ia 
l}).Q ^T}f^ oi Pfjl>Ume Philade/pbu^ is above 
twoihunclred/y^ars older than Chrt/i. And 
the Hebrew Copy which we now conimonly 
yfc, is that which w^s preferved by xhtjews 
aifter ihcDcikmAHmofJerufalemy and the Dif- 
pcrfion of that Nati6ri by i'itus. This Copy 
was not only not taken from the LXX, but 
the Authority of ih^t venerable Greek Tranfla- 
tion (which till "Tiius's Time was received by 
rfie JewSy and quoted by them upon all Occa- 
fions, as we ftill fee in the Writings of Pbilo 
Judaeus and Jofephus) has been oppofed by the 
liabbfns ever fince, who adhere very fuperftiti- 
oufly to the Letter of their Hebrew Copy. We 
may be fure then, that in every Text where 
all the three Copies agree, we nave the true 
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(Reading, fincc -it is confirmed by three diffe- 
rent Copies which are all fupportjcd by diffe- 
rent Bodies of Men, who adhere each to their 
own Copy in Contradiftindtion to the other 
two. The "Jews abfolutely rejed the Copy of 
the Samaritans^ whom they look upon as C»- 
thimy i. e. Defcendents of Ci/Jh^ and Minima 
i.e. Heretics. Nor will the Samaritans re- 
ceive theirs. The ancient Chriftians every 
where till St. Hierom's Time, and the Gr^^^ 
Church to this Day quote the Verfion of the 
LXX as the authentic Text, as did alfo the 
Apoftles and Writers of the New Tcftament 
It then where all three Copies agree, we are 
fare of three Witneffes to the reading of any 
Text; where two agree, there is a Probability 
of two Witnefles ^whcre all have an equal 
Claim to Credibility) againft one. 

Now both the Samaritan Copy, and the 
Tranllation of the LXX Interpreters join in 
kngthening the Lives of the Patriarchs after the 
Flood feveral Hundreds of Years more, thad 
lyhat the Jewijh Copy ^from which our Bibles 
are tranflated) allows them. So that, where- 
as according to the Hebrew there are but a 
Hundred and one Years between the Flood and 
the Birth of Pbaleg ; according to the LXX 
there are five Hundred and thirty one Years. 
The Samaritan Copy expunges the fecond 
Cainany and cuts off five Years from Arphax^ 
aJ's Age, before he begat Children. That 
takes off a Hundred tliirty five Years. So that 

by 
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by that Account there were but three Hundred 
ninety fix Years between the Flood and Pba-^ 
ieg's Birth. In the other Numbers the Sama- 
ritan and the LXX's Copies agree. St. Luke 
owns the fccond Cat nan {Luke iii. 36.) which 
fhews that the Computation of thf LXX was 
by the Jews at that Time thought to be juft. 
We fee then that we have the Accounts of tJie 
Samaritans and ofthcjews in Ptolemee*s Time 
very nearly agreeing ; and both vaftly different 
from that in our Hebrew Bibles. I chufe tcr 
adhere to the Computation of the LXX/be-^ 
caufe it has the Authority of St. Luke to baqfe 
it. Accordingly therefore inftead of one hun- 
dred and one Years, which are all that cai^ 
be allowed by the Hebrew Calculation for the 
peopling of the World from the Flood to the 
Difperfion at Babel ^ we have five hundred 
and thirty one Years which are aimply fufHci- 
ent for fuch a Purpofe. The Deifcndents o£ 
jfaphet might very eafily be, and doubtlefs wcrc^ 
numerous enough at that Time to feparate 
themfelves to the North and Weft, and thofe of 
Sbem to fupply that vaft Tradt of Land which 
comprehends Perfia^ Chaldcea^ AJfyria^ Ara^. 
hia^ and perhaps ftill farther Eaft. The Cha- 
mites might retire into Palefline and Afric. 
This will folve all Difficulties eafily ; and fince 
Mojes is the only Writer that certainly fixes the 
Time of this Difperfion, and fhews which ' 
Way every Branch of the Noachidae went, and 
where they fettled j and fince we fee in Fa£k' 
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that there are, and have been for three Thou- 
fand Years paft feveral Languages, which en- 
tirely differ in their FranGie and Make from 
one anpther, and yet ftill preferve the origi- 
nal Diftinftions in the main Points entire, 
through all the various Channels into which 
they have been derived, we have Reafon to 
thank God that this Relation is preferved. 
For now we are able to obviate an Objeftion 
which might otherwife have been Ipecioufly 
brought againft the Newnefs of the World, 
as it is delivered down by MofeSy even allow- 
ing the oldeft Accounts which the Samaritan 
and Greek Copies exhibit to us. 

i ftiould now conclude this long Difcourfe, 
but that I ought to take Notice of fome Ob- 
jedtions which our excellent Friend Mr. Re^ 
land did me the Honour to fend me, when 
I fcnt him a Sketch of my Thoughts fome 
Years ago, upon this Subjedt. His Notion is 
much the fame with Stiernhielmius'Sy that 
there were no Tongues formed in Babel ; but 
that either they have all been derived by gra- 
dual and imperceptible Alterations from the 
Hebrewy which he takes for granted was the 
Language of Noab, or were formed at once 
by mutual Agreement. And that if we con- 
fider what an entire Separation of all Inter- 
courfe ; a Difability in fome Nations of pro- 
nouncing four or five Letters, which, are Fa- 
miliar to other People, by Reafon of the dif- 
ferent Difpoficion of the Organs of their 
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Speech ; what difierent Coftoms and different 
Diet will produce, this is not fo much to be 
wondered at. His Arguments have indeed this 
Weight with me, that I think it is detefta- 
bly unjuft to fafpe(9; much lefs to^ arraign any 
Man of Impiety, oryof favouring of the Frae-- 
Adamites^ or of thofe who hold the Eternity 
of the World, that does not upon this Que- 
ftion think as I do. He and Stiernhielmius 
are both proper Judges; one thoroughly /kil- 
led in the Languages of the North ; the other 
equally verfed in the Idioms of the Eajl. 
Yet fince neither of them have taken Notice 
of that upon which in my Judgment the 
Hinge of the Queftion turns, I cannot yet re^ 
cede from my own Opinion, though I muft 
own if I find that Mr. Reland does not accjui- 
efce, I fhall be tempted to fear that I am in, 
the Wrong. 

I. His firft Objeftion is taken from the Af^ 
finity which the European Tongues have with 
the Hehre^v \ which he thinks to be fb great, 
that (upon a Suppofition of the Hebrew*^ be* 
ing the oldeft Language) they muft certainlj^ 
have taken their Original from it, and noc 
have been miraculoufly formed. Allowing fot 
the Time, the Difference is not greater between 
them, than what we find between Latin^ and 
the great Dialc<Ss French and Italian and Spa-- 
mjh^ which have fprung from it within thefe 
one Thoufand two Hundred Years. 

Now 
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Now here. Sir, you fee diat I nave prevent- 
ed a good deal of this already. My Argu- 
xnent does not depend upon the Difference of 
Words, but upon •the Difference of Grannnar 
between any two Languages 5 from whence it 
proceeds, that when any Words are derived 
from one Language into another, the derived 
'Words are there turned and changed accord- 
ing to the particular Genius of the Language 
into which they are tranfplanted. I have 
(hewed, for Inflance, in what Fundamentals 
the IJlandiJh and the Greek agree. I can ea- 
iily afterwards fuppofe that they might be both 
derived from one common Mother, which is 
and perhaps has for many Ages been entirely 
loft. Still we fee the fame common Marks 
in both, which I have at large explained 
Whereas when an Arabic or Hebrew Word is 
once brought into any of our Wejlern Tongues, 
in that Cafe there are not only Letters chang- 
ed, or taken away, or added ; but the tranf- 
planted Words are inflefted, if they are Nouns 
or Verbs, in fuch a Manner as may^beftanfwer 
to the Grammar of the Language into which 
they are adojpted, which is fundamentally dif- 
ferent * from- the Grammar of that Tongue 
from whence they were taken. The late ex- 
cellent Mr, Lhuyd {who publifhedhis Archae- 
ologia Britannica^ . as a Prologue to a much 
greater Work, which God did not fpare him 
Life to finifh) begins bis Work with a Difcourfe 
which he calls Comparative Etymology ; in that 
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the Grounds and Rules of that Science, with 
nunncrous Applications to them all, are clearly 
and methodically laid down. And when he 
comes to give Inftances out of Cornijby Weljhy 
Trijh or Aremorican (which are all Dialedts oif 
the ancient Celtic) of Words that are demon- 
ftrably derived from the Latin, it is forprizing 
to fee how much they are altered, and howodly 
they are derived from that Language. The 

• fades non omnibus una^ 
Nee diverfa tamen, qualem decet ejfe fororutn^ 

when applied many Times to the f^me Words, 
as they appear in the different Dialects, is by 
noMeans verified in the Cafe before us. Would 
any Man that is a Stranger to Inquiries of this 
Nature, imagine that Ejbog^ which is Irijh 
for a Bijhopy (hould come from ^pifcopus^^ 
Cinges « (in the fame Language Whitfontide) 
from Pentecojie ; Giorno in Italian^ from Diur-- 

. num:, and Care me ^ Lent^ in French ^ from ^adra* 
gefimay DidacOy Jamesj in Spanijhyixovciya" 
cohus'y H^Jisy a Shirty in Welpy from Camjia^ 
or FovOy People y in Portuguezey from Populus f 
Q^^ChriJiina faid once pleafantly of Mr, 
Menage (who was one of the greatefl Matters 

. in this Science that ever wrote) that he knew 
not only whence every Word came, but whi- 
ther it would go \ Carry, fays Mr. Reland^ 

• C before / in Irijhy is pronounced like K. 

* Mr. Menage in his Origines Franpi/es, voce Haquenfey 
derives Alfanay which fignifies a Horfe in Spanijhy from 

the 
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the Word Christo into Cbinay and it is turn- 
ed in a Moment into Ki-li-su-to^ .and the 
like Change will he in all other Worc^s, So 
that in an Inftant you will not know thofe 
very Words which you had but juft before 
pronounced. ^ ^ 

All this I readily allow ; yet I camK)t think 
it comes up to the Queftion. Not one Euro^ 
pean Language th^t is derived from z Greek or. 
Teutonic Stock, declines its Verbs any ptberwife, 
than according to an a^Stive or a pafliye Porm : 
Not one of them affixes pofleffive Pronouns to 
the Nouns, to which they belong, they all raiic 
the Signification of their Adjectives by ihree.De- 
grees of Comparifon, marked by different Ter- 
minations. And all of them compound their 
Verbs with Prepofitions which change their Sig- 
nification ; which runs thro* every Mood and 

Equus\ upon which he produces a whimfical Epigram 
made upon himfelf. 

Alfana vlgnt d* Eqnus fans doute. 

Mais il faut avoiier auffi^ 

S^^en venant de lajufqu' ic)\ 

II a biefi change fur la Route, 
The Author of this Epigram had Reafon to fay, Ihat 
Equus was pretty much changed, before he was turned 
into Alfana. ' But in truth Alfana comes from Elffanto j 
and is fo rendered ii) fomc Spanijb Didtionaries. The 
Spaniards had heard the Moors talk much of Elephants, as 
the principal of ail Beafts of Carriage, and for Ufcfuhiefs 
in War. That led them who had fcen no Elephants^ to 
call Horfes by the fame Name a iittle altered ; Horfes bet- 
ing the moil ufeful Creatures in War, that arc known in 
purope. 

I T' Jcnfe 
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Tcrtfti thro' which they can be vary 'd 5 by which 
Means thefe Verbs thus compounded become 
many Tinfies widely different from the original 
Verbs from which they fpring. In every of 
thefe Particulars we find an eifential Difference 
in thefe Languages from thofe Eajiem ones, 
which aife related to ther Hebrew. 
' And rhere is no doubt but many other gram- 
matical Obfervati6ns may be made, by which 
the different Conftraftion of thefe European 
and thofe Afiatic Languages would appear yet 
more; plainly, if thefe (hould not be thought 
lufEcient. 

I do not therefore think that the Affinity he- 
tvrttvvvMiny European Tov\^\xt^ and the He^ 
hrens)^ upon which our Friend lays fo great a 
Strefs, even though it were much greater than 
it is," proves what he defigns it fhould. It 
piay be very cafily accounted for by thofe 
that know tnat the Phemcians carry a on all 
the Trade of the Mediterranean for many A- 
ges : That Carthage was a Colony of I'yre : 
That that African Commonwealth by De- 
grees ercfted a mighty Empire, not only in 
Africa where they were Mafters of the great- 
eft Part of the Coaft of Barbary ; but alfo in 
Sicily^ in Spain (which was once almoft all 
their own) and in Sardinia : That the Pheni-^ 
dans planted great and numerous Colonies ii^ 
the idaiids of the Egean Sea, in Ciliciaj in 
'Spain^ and Gauhy that they traded into 5r/- 
tain i that they went down the Red Sea into 

the 
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the Ocean^ as ids as the litand of ^aprobam 
(or OJir) now Ceylon : So that in Truth the 
Maritime Trade of the World was in th^ir 
Hands ; all which Things are proved beyond 
Contradiction by Monf. Bocbart in his Canaan^ 
For when thefe Things arc laid together, wo 
Ihall not wonder to fee large Footfteps of tha 
Hebrewy which was their Mother Tongue in 
all Places where they went, efpecially where 
they pknted Colonies or made Conquefts. 

11. But then, fays Mr. Reland^ what Reafon 
can be aiCgned by thofe that believe that this 
Creation of new Languages was a Judgment 
from God in order to oblige the Workmen to 
difperfe, that thofe Colonies which fpoke Lan*- 
guages that were nearly a-kin to one another, 
Sbould not have been removed at the greateii^ 
Diftances, and thofe whofe Languages were 
entirely different placed next one another? The 
Cbinejis for the Purpofe fhould have been plan^ 
ted near the Chaldeans,, and their neareli 
Neighbours removed into China, This woul4 
have done the Work to Purpofe ; whereaa 
now, when the Language of the neighbouring 
Nations was fo near a-kin, they qiight be ca- 
fily tempted to begin their Work again, frona 
wnich they had been fo lately fcattered. 

This Objection is I own a very ingenious 
one, and at firft View feems very probable j 
though by the Principles already laid down, I 
think it* may be cafily anfwercd. The Ends 
for which God caufed that pifp^rfion were 
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fevcral. It was his Dcfign that the Earth 
fhould be univcrially peopled as foon as poffi- 
ble. But then nothing hinders but he might 
be equally willing that Nations defcending from 
one common Stock, and of fuch there were 
three among the Children of Noahy fhould 
not be at once abfolutely deprived of the Plea- 
fure of living near one another, and of fpeak- 
ing Tongues fo little differing, that one Colony 
might quickly learn anothers' Dialedt. The 
Aflbciation of thefe Builders, confidering the 
Reafon why they entred into it, was undoubt- 
edly finful 'j yet perhaps it might not be fo 
fihfol as to deferve fo fevere a Punifhment as 
an entire Separation of every Tribe among 
them from their nearefl Kindred, with whom 
they had hitherto fpent all their Time. Mr, 
Reland'^ Scheme would have produced fuch a 
Separation. Whereas now by Reafon of the 
Affinity of the DialecSs, Japhef^ Stock kept 
together : So did Shem's : So did Cham's : And 
the Languages of them all were I doubt not 
fuited accordingly. There was no Danger that 
any of them fhould attempt to. rebuild the 
Tower of Babel -y and as for the City, that re* 
mained a Metropolis for Nimrod and his Fa- 
mily ; Japhefs Family were entirely gone off, 
to feek new Seats. The refl, flunned with 
that fudden Stroke, would quickly go off to 
Regions at a lefTer Difl^nce, and there make 
Settlements. That once done, new Interefls 
would foon ^rile, and, then thofe that were fo 
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"ftttled would have very liicle Inclination to join 
in To llicceislefs, as well as (o fenfelefs a De- 
fign, as a fecond Trial to ered: fuch a Tower, 
would certainly appear to be. 

III. Mr. Reland farther objefls, that it is 
not liicely that the Canaanites, of the Pofterity 
of Cham, who were the moft inftrumental in 
the Building of Babel^ {hould be fuffered to 
retain the primitive Language, when the Po- 
fterity o( Japhet, who was particularly blefs'd 
with the Promife that his Territories fliould 
be very wide, {Gen. ix. 27.) and of Sbem, in 
whofe Family God planted his Church, both 
lort it. And yet it is not doubted that He?- 
bre-w^ or a Dialedi diSering from it but very 
little, was the Language of Canaan in Abra- 
ham\ Time. Mekhizedek^ Kiriath-Sepher, A- 
bimeUch, Phical, and many other Names and 
Words of the ancient Canaanites prove this 
beyond Contradi(ftion. 

To this I anfwcr, j. It is not certain that 
the Hebrew Language, as taken in Contradiilin- 
dtion to Chaldee and the other Kind red-Dial efts, 
was the Tongue which theie Builders Ipokc 
when they began to ereit that Tower. The 
Language which Ah'aham fpake when he 
came out of Chaldaea, was very probably his 
Mother Tongue. But how know we that that 
Was Hebrnv? Laban iiSk&AChaldee^ when "Ja- 
cob talked Hebrew. (Gen. xxxi. 47.) It is pro- 
bable then that Abraham did fo too, whilft 
be lived in Mefopetamia. And no Arguments 
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that I have yet feen concerning this Matter 
prove in my Opinion any more than that a 
Dialedt very nearly a-kin.to the Biblical .£&- 
irew^ was the Language vv^hich was fpoken till 
che Confufion. 

2. The Notions which the Jewi/h Rabbins 
fuperftitioufly efpoufe, of the -peculiar Sandlity 
of the Hebrew Language, have no Foundation 
any where that I can find, either in Scripture 
or in gdod Senfe. And though Ave fho^uld fup- 
,pofe the^e were fuch ^n outward Sani5lity 
Ifor intrinfic it cannot be) in. the Hebrew i^ 
bove other Tongues, yet we can hardly date 
that Sandity hi^er than its being fandify'dby 
God's writing the Ten Commandments upon 
two Tables of Stone in that Language. Fcp: 
if that Holinefs be owing to its being the Lan- 
:g«age which God taught Adam , then it ^ 
wonderful that it was not better prefervei 
For we have none of it left, bcfides what is 
contained in the fingle Writings of the Old 
Teftament. Nor do we know what Alterati- 
ons it underwent from the Creation to the Cos^- 
fuiion at Babel y and in a Thing of this Kind, 
any Alteration would derogate fo much from 
its primogenial Sandlity. But farther, is it 
not yet far more wonderful that the Ufe of it 
/hould be fuffered to be loft by the Jews^ du- 
ing the Babylonijh Captivity ? Daniel was in- 
llrudled in the Chaldean Tongue, by the ex- 
prefs Command of Nebuchadnezzar ', {Dan. 
1. 4.) and in that JLanguage he penned many of 
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his Prophecies. At Ezra's Return the Jews 
ipoke a Sort of broken Chaldee^ which was 
degenerated in our blcfled Saviour's Time into 
thflt. Dialed: which we now call Syriac. In 
that Language our Saviour and his Difciples 
diicourfed to the People. But what is moft won- 
derful of all is, that the Writers of the New Te- 
ilament, who we are fure were divinely infpired, 
in their Writings and Difcourfes to thofe Jews 
that fpoke Greeks ufed the Tranflation of the 
LXX, and even St. Paul among the reft, who 
from his Childhood was bred up to underftand 
the original Language, as well as the ancient 
Traditions and Cuftoms of his own Nation, 

Befides, though the Difperfion was a Judg- 
ment upon thofe Builders who were thereby 
obliged of a fudden, and when they were un- 
prepared, to feek new Habitations for them- 
fclves; yet the afBgning this Language to one 
Company among them, and that Language to 
another, feems not to be any Part of that 
Curfe. In Honour indeed to thofe earlieft De- 
fcendents from Noah, who ftill preferved the 
Worfhip of God entire, he might fo order it, 
that the Nations which were to plant neareft 
to thofe ancient Patriarchs ftiould fpeak fuch 
DialeSsasthey might eafily learn, and that was 
all. Farther, I think, cannot certainly be 
€ollc<5ted concerning this Matter. 

IV. But Mr. Reland fuppofes that feme 
Languages have been made by Agreement all 
at once. Thus he thinks that the Cbinefe, and 
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the Language of the Tncas of Peru were at 
firft impofed upon thofe People, at the Com- 
mand of the Sovereigns of thofe Countries^ 
who might imagine, and not improbably, by 
this Means to keep their Subjedis together, 
and to hinder them from mixing with other 
Nations. It is poflible this might be fo, and 
if it were, yet as I apprehend, it does not 
weaken my Argument. For unlefs we could 
fuppofe all thofe Languages which have none 
or very little Affinity with any other known 
Tongues, fuch. as the Finnijh, the Hungarian^ 
the Virginian^ arid the like, were made at once 
by . Agreement of the Nations that were to 
fpcak them, without fuch a gradual Alterati- 
on from fome other Dia lefts, as we find in 
Englijh for the Purpofe from King AElfricT^ 
Time down to the prefent Age, it fignifics 
Nothing. Befides, fuch an Impofition of new 
Languages upon a whole People at once, as 
Mr. Reland fuppofes, can only obtain in a Mon- 
archy, where the Sovereign is entirely abfb* 
lute, and where the People are difpofed to pay 
a religious as well as an entire Obedience to 
all his Commands. That was the Cafe of the 
ChincfeSy and PeruvianSy and more fo perhaps, 
than of any other People in the World. 

But was this the Cafe in Phoenicia^ or Ca* 
77aany when Abraham lived there ? Or in Ara-- 
bia where the whole Nation lived in Tribes, 
without paying any Subjeftion to one Monarch 
till Mahomet's Time? Were not the Greeks and 
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tht Italians fubdivided into innumerable little 
Governments, till Alexander fubdued the one, 
and the Roma?is the other ? Spain was govern- 
ed in the fame Manner, till the Cartkaginiani' 
firft, and after them the Romans brought it. 
under their Subje(aion. Gaul was fo before- 
yulius Caefar conquered it ; and fo was Britain 
in his Time, and downwards as low "as Do- 
mitian^ under whom Agricola compleated the 
Conqueft of all which the Romans were ever 
Mafters of in this Ifland. Ireland ^nz^ govern- 
ed by feveral Kings in Hen. II's Time, and 
was never under any one Monarch till it was 
fubdued by the Englijh. In America the Eu^ 
ropeans found no great Governments, indeed 
fcarce any fettled ones, except thofe of Mexico 
and Peru. Germany was always^ divided into 
feveral Dominions, and is fo Hill. And not- 
withftanding the mighty Boafts of the great 
Antiquity of the Sweaijh Monarchy^ which 
one meets with among their Antiquaries, I 
queftion whether it was much otherwife in 
Scandinavia^ till within thefe laft Thoufand^ 
or Thoufand two Hundred Years. From all 
this put together then, it (eems evident to 
me, that though we fhould allow the Chinefe 
and Peruvian Monarchs to have impofcd a 
new Language at once upon all Subjedts^ vv^hich 
I do not contradict; yet it will not in the leaft 
follow from thence, that in other Countries 
that wer« in the moft ancient Times fubdi- 
vided into little Governments, and where tbfc 
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fame Language was in thafe Times fpokcn in 
them all, allowing for a fmall Diverfity in the 
Dialed, as in Greece^ for the Purpofe, in 
Germany^ or Britain^ their Languages might 
not »be formed out of fbme original Tongues 
that were fpoken by Mankind when the Tower 
of Babel was cred:ed. 

I have now but one Thing more to add, 
but it is what has great Weight with me, and 
it is this : That this Account of the Confufion 
of Tongues which God wrought at Babel 
would fcarce have been told fo particularly, 
and reprefented as God's own Adt and Deed, 
if it had only arifen from a Quarrel among 
the Builders, which obliged them to leave off 
their Work, and fcatter themfelves into all 
Quarters of the Earth. God is defcribed com-- 
ing down in Perfon and viewing their Work. 
Something almoft as folemn as the Creation, 
full as folemn as the Denunciation of the Flood|- 
when Noah was commanded to .build an Ark, 
is certainly intended by that ExprelGfion. The 
Formation of new Languages is not only in 
itfelf more miraculous, but to the Imaginati- 
ons of the Perfons upon whom it is wrought 
incredibly more aftonifliing, than any Difagree- 
ment in Opinion, and Quarrel which might 
thereupon enfue, could poflibly be. " Nim^ 
** rod aflembled Mankind to build a City, and 
*^ to eredt a Tower. The Company being 
" very numerous in Proccfs of Time, whilft 
^ the Work was carrying on^ fell out; and 

*' fbme 









( 69 ) 

fome would obey Nimrod who tjicn beg3|> 
to affe£t an Empire over the reft, and fome 
would not, and fo they parted '\ Does th? 
Text feem to imply no more than thij? Will 
it not bear, nay does it not literally require 
the Interpretation which I give, and not I a- 
lone, but the Generality of Commentaix)rs, both 
jfews and Chrijlians? Let us confound their 
Language^ fays Mofes^ that they may not UN<r 
DERSTAND one anotbers SPEECE[. 
What need we recurr to a Metaph/cw: wheqi 
the literal Interpretation is neither unworthy 
of God, nor unfuitable to his Way of govern- 
ing the World at that Time? There npas but 
Language at that Time, fays Mofesy does not 
that intimarc that very foon after there were 
more? Mr. Le Clerc's confounding one Lip, 
and one Language has been fpoken to already. 
Let him produce one Inftance where Lip^ 
when metaphorically taken, fignifies necefla- 
rily Agreement in Opinion, and cannot more 
commodioufly be interpreted Language, and I 
have done. Though if that fhould be allow- 
ed, it does not affedt the main of my Argu- 
ment, which is taken from the origixial Tex> 
ture of thofe Languages, which for fome Thou- 
fands of Years have differed the moft from one 
another. However fmce very learned and ve- 
ry good Men have formerly thought, and do 
ilill think otherwile, it does not become mc 
to be too dogmatical. I may be miftaken, 
though I ftiall believe that I have fpent my 
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